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months there would be a deficit of £400,000.
There was no explanation as to why; but it
seems very alarming indeed, and unless there
be some very considerable drop in the re-
venue it is difficult to explain. However,
the Treasurer seems to me to be endeavour-
ing to do his duty; and, in place of members
of this House sneering at “petty econo-
mies,’ if they have any sense of their rcs-
ponsibility they ought to be ready to assist
anybody who is prepared at present to ae-
cept the odium of trying to put the affairs
of the country straight. Before I sit down
I would like also to refer to the deaths of
the two hon, members who have passed away
since the last session of Parliament. Both
those hon. members were known to me for
a great many years. Mr. Jenkins I knew
in the very early days of Coolgardie, when
e was mayor of that town; and I knew
My, Collen long before he was a member of
this Parliamen{, when he first came to
Western Australia. Though I sometimes

differed with those hon. members politi-
cally, yet 1 always lield them in very
high esteem indeed; and T believe that

feeling of esteem was shared by all hon.

members. [ wish also to congratulate the
two hon. members who have joined us.
I feel that Mr. Boan answers the des-

eription T have given of a man who ought
to he a member of Parliament, quite irres-
peetive of the party to which he belongs.
Mr. Boan bas built up a very large business
in this City, a business that is a eredit {o
him; and I believe he can be of great as-
sistance to us in Parliament. T wish also
to congratulate Mr. Stewart, and T feel that
he, too, is an acquisition to the House, judg-
ing by the very interesting and able speech
he delivered last evening.,  Further, T wish
to congratulate the Colonial Seeretary and
Mr. Baxter on heing members of the recon-
structed Government, and T wish them every
sueeess in their labours.

On motion by Hon. V.
adjourned.

Hamersley, debate

House adjourned at 6.9 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER METERS,
MANUFACTURE.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Min-
ister for Water Supply: 1, Whether it is
true thai the Government are negotiating
or have aectually let a contraet for the manu-
faeture of water meters outside the State?
2, If so, will he explain the matter to the
House and make all papers available for
perusal ?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY replied: 1, Yes. 2, Tenders open to
Australia were called in March last for 1,000
mmeters of disc type. The tenders of West-
ern Australian makers were nearly 25 per
cent. higher than the tender of a Perth mer-
chant for meters mannfactured in Sydney,
which tender was eventually accepted, While
the Government ave desirous and prepared
to encourage local manufacture for Wesiern
Australian  requirements, it is  considered
such a difference in price prevents prefer-
ence. It is suggested to the hon. member
that he should seek by motion an indication
from the House of the extent to which Par-
liament is prepared to direct the Govern-
ment to aceord preference to Western Aus-
tralian made goods.

QUESTTON—RAILWAY ROLLING
STOCK CONTRACT.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
mier: Whether he will make available for
membhers’ perusal all papers connected with
the £48,000 rolling stock contraet, whieh it
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is alleged was privately given to a firm at
Rocky Bay, Fremantle?

The PREMIER replied: As the papers
in connection wiih this eontraet are in con-
stant use by the Railway Departient, it
would be most inconvenient to lay them on
the table of the Iouse. A précis of the
matter is submitted for the information of
the House, and 1 shall be glad to afford the
hon. memher an opportunity of perusing the
files if he desires further information.

QUESTION — SEWERAGE SYSTEM
AND CITY COUNCIL PREMISES.
Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for

Water Sopply: 1, What is being done to
compel the City Counecil to have the prem-
ises of their {enanis sewered? 2, Why ure
they allowed to evade the health laws in this
respect, while private people are compelled
to instal the deep drainage?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP.
PLY replied: 1, The City Council was
written to in March last, supplving a list of
unconneeted premises controlled by the
counell, and asking when such premises
would be conneeted with the sewers, or de-
molished. A reply was received, dated Tth
May, stating that the cuestion of sewerage
of couneil properties would be discussed at
no distant date. 2, The department has no
compulsory powers, exeept the power to
carry out work in default of the landholder
doing so. In that case it is compulsory on
the department to grant deferred terms of
six years for repayment. This it would be
inadvisable to do in the case of a loeal anth-
ority.

QUESTION — WATER SUPPLY,
CARETAKER’'S QUARTERS, KING'S
PARK,

Mr. ALLEN asked the 3Mlinister for
Works: 1, What was the total amount of
expenditure on the caretalier’s quarters and
erounds erected in connection with the water
snpply in King's Park? 2, Was this expen-
diture provided for on the Estimates? 3,
If so, will he supply particulars where the
item ean be found?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The residence was constructed by the

Public Works Department {vide annunal rve-
port, 1911-12, page 37), in Janunary, 1911,
prier to the establishment of the present
Water Supply Department, from debenture
funds provided by the then Metropolitan
Water Supply Department, at a cost of
£1,544. 2, No, as under the 1909 Metro-
politan Water Act estimates for expenditure
from debenture funds were not presented to
Parliament. 3, See 2. The conditions un-
der which the ground is obtained from the
King's Park Board provides that the Water
authority shall keep the grounds in an or-
namental condition. The grass planting is
alse necessary to prevent erosion of the
banks and pollution of the reservoirs by
sand and rubbish. The annual cost of up-
keep is drawn from the item on the Esti-
mates for operating expenses of the Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage and Drain-
age undertaking. The King's Park Board
stipulated that the building to be erected
should be in keeping with the ornamental
requirements of the park, and objected to
the original design of the depariment as not
meeting these reqgnirements.

QUESTION—MINES INSPECTOR ANXND
A FALSE CHARGE.

Hon, P. COLLIER asked the Attorney
General: Whether he intends to supply to
Mr. Heector Crocker, Workmen’s lnspector
of Mines at Kalgoorlie, the name of the per-
son who recently laid a false charge against
him of being a member of the TW.W.?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied :
It is not considered desirable in the public
interest to communicate the name of the
person who communicated to the depart-
ment the fact that it was rumoured that Mr.
Crocker was a member of the L.W.IW.

QUESTION — ESPERANCE XNORTH-

WARDS RAILWAY.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Works: As the Roval Commission on the
Esperance Railway has furnished a report
favonurable to that district, when do the
Government intend to resume the eonstrue-
tion of the Esperance Northwards Rail-
way?
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The MINISTER FQOR WORKS replied:
The matter is receiving full consideration,
and it is expected that the action necessary
will be decided upon shortly.

QUESTION-WATER METER RENTS.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Water Supply: 1, Will he abolish the water
meter rents on the Lousehold services in
the Eastern Goldfields, and thus place the
Goldfields puablic on the same footing as the
people of the Meiropolitan area? 2, Is he
aware that this special exaction is a contin-
ned source of vexation and annoyance to
the Goldfields public? 3, Whilst the ques-
tion as a whole is being faken into consider-
ation, will he grant immediate relief in the
direction of removing the charge from
householders who are the wives or mothers
of soldiers at the Front, or widows of men
who bhave fallen in the Allies cause?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Tn reply o Nos. 1, 2, and 3, T have to say
the question of water supply to the Gold-
fields in all its respeets is under investiga-
tion. Due consideration will be given fo
the matter contained in the hon. member’s
questions before a decision is arrived at.

QUESTION—GENERAL  ELECTIONS,
AND BOLDIERS’ VOTES.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: Ts it the intention of the Govern-
ment to endeavour to make arrangemenis fo
permit soldiers on active service fo vote af
the fortheoming State elections?

The PREMIER replied: The question of
endeavouring to make arrangements to per-
mit soldiers on Aective Service to vote at
the forthcoming State election has heen
given very ihorough consideration, and the
Electoral Department has heen in eclose com-
munication with the other States. It has
been found practically impossible to earry
onf the suggestion—(a)owing to the ab-
sence of such a Statnte as exists in the Cown-
monwealth, and (b} owing to the short time
availablie for the elections.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Premier: Préecis of papers con-
nected with the £43,000° rolling stock eon-
tract given to a private firm.

ADDRIESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 19th Julv.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-Bast Fre-
mantle} [$.43]: Like other members I re-
gret that we are again meeting Parliament
with the war still eontiruing. I only trust
and hope that ilie time is not far distant
when il will be hrought to a termination
in favour of the Empire and its Allies. T
notice that in the Governor's Speech pre-
sented to us the other day, His Excellency
was pleased to inform us that since the last
meeting of Parliament efforts have been
mace and, to a certain degree, successfully,
1o the direction of the formation of a
National parly. A new Government has
heen formed under the name of a National
Government. The thought has struck me
as to what “National” means. Can any
prerson or any party elaim the exclusive
right to the name, particularly in a portion
of the British Empire? Does it not anply o
all persons, no matter what party thev be-
long to, or to what section they belong, to all
persons who are anxions and willing at all
tines that the eountry in which they reside
shall prosper and be progressive?  That
heing so, almest all the people, so far as
Waestern Australia is concerned, every man,
woman, and child of the population of the
State, can aceredit to themselves the title
or nationalist. We have, therefore, to con-
sider, when the Government wish to attach
tn themselves this phrase, that they are a
hody of men much superior to others, who
are inelined more than others to advance
the welfare of the country in which they
reside, and we have to consider to a larpe
extent whether such actions as theirs are
merely a play on the sentiments of the peo-
ple or whether they are brought about be-
eause they consider in the inferests of then:-
selves that the time is opportune. I read
very ecarefully the Premier’s speech at
Moora, and think it is necessary for hon.
members, in considering the speech of His
Excelleney the Governor, also to take into
ennsideration that speech. I never read a
more wishy-washy utterance from any Pre-
mier in Western Ausiralia since the State
eame inlo existence. A large proportion of
the speeeh was laken up in order to point
out that his party had heen sueccessful in
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forming a XNational Government. He said
the people desived it. There is mnot the
slizhtest doubt in my mind that ihe people
were Fooled in May last, but 1 am doubtiul
whether the Premicr is agzain going to fool
them in October. (nece bitten, twice shy.
The debate last night showed conclusively
ihat the people had been bitten in May,
and that they will keep clear of the teeth in
futnre.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: 1 think they were
swallowed.

Ion. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier
said Hrst that they lad formed a platform.
Perhap:s hefore 1 go inte that I.inight take
into consideration what is reported to have
taken place previously. There was brought
into existence a National Federation. That
Federation ealled a meeting to whieh several
members of Parliament were invited. On
that ocension there was no time for mem-
bers of the Australian Tahour Federation.
They said that members of the Federation
could keep outside, that the people did not
wanl them, and that they were disloyal. We
find, when the meeting was held, that there
were  Parliamentarians there who took
conirol of it. They said that the people at
the meeling were not cualified to draw up
a platform for the party, and that it was
necessary to leave it in the hands of memn-
hers of Parliament. If all reports are true
—1I am not geoing to voueh for the truth of
them myself—hard words were spoken, not
only in the room bnt alse oufside, and blows
nearly exchangesd.

The Minister for Works: Where?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In St. George's-
terrace. DEventually a meeting was ecalled
by the late Premier, Hon. Frank Wilson, at
Parliament House.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What meeting are

vou referring to at which blows were ex-
chanwed?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do not vouch
for the veracity of that, but I have heard
that such was the case.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who told you?

Hon. W. . ANGW[X: The memher for
Sussex, when Premier, called a meefing.

Hon, W. D. Jobnson: You were not in
the fight; it is alleged that you ran away.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I was there the
whote time.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: Anyhow, up to
thai time the member for Sussex was very
successful. He called a meeting, as 1 have
said, and invited the members of the Aus-
tralian Labour Federation. I objeet to the
term Qdlicial Labour Party, for it is only a
Press term.

The Mimister for Works: Do you not be-
long to the Labonr party9

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: We represent
our constitnents who sent ns here. We have
as much freedom of spcech and action ag
other members of the Legislative Assembly.
I ean prove that. A meeting was éalled to
which members of this side of the House
were invited. Were we invited to take into
consideration what wouid be in the best in-
terests of Western Australia in the future,
independenily of who held office? Were
we invited for the purpose of seeing what
action would be best in order to put our
finances into the best condition, and for the
purpose of considering whether the member
for Sussex should be Premier or the mem-
her for Moore? Nothing of the kind. We
were told definitely and distinetly that if we
were not in favour of a National Govern-
ment we were not wanted. They said to us,
“Are you in favour of the formation of a
National Governmnent, and if so will yon be
present at sueh and such a meeting? I
think the people of the eountry should know
that hecause thera has been a general ibin-
pression that we refused to attend the meel-
in2 to take intn consideration the best ad-
vaneement of the State of Western Aus-
tralin. Nothing of the kind. We on this
side of the House have attached ourselves
under a certain Constitution, and that con-
stitution we intend to stick to. We intend
to be loyal! to the actions that we promised
to carry out under that Constiiution. A
letter was senl by the member for Boulder
{Hon. P. {ollier} to lthe late Premier,
whiel T have onlv once ceen published in the
MWest Australian, but have seen no ecom-
ments about it up te the present. In
speaking to the editor of a journal in this
State on one occasion concerning this letter,
he said that it was a verv good letter and
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showed a true National spirit, and was a
letter which the ecountry should support. I
said, “It is very strange that I have never
seen it published in your jourpal” He
said, “It is never foo late to mend,” but it
has never been published yet. TPerbaps it
is advisable that we should bave that letter
placed in Hansard, and for that reason it
is my intention to read it. The lctter, which
was dated 24th May, 1917, and was referred
to by the late Premier in ao interview given
to the West Australian, states—

I have to advise you that the Labour
party have decided, after due considera-
tion, not to take part in the formation of
the Government as proposed in your let-
ter of the 16th inst. Whilst having ar-
rived at this decision I desire to assure
you that we are prepared at all times to
co-operate with and assist any Govern-
ment on matters of truly national con-
cern. OQur undivided support will be
given to measores ealeulated fo enable the
State to assist in the repatriation of our
soldiers, the care of and adequate pro-
vision for their dependents, and effective
protection of the interesis of the citizens
in regard to problems arising out of the
war, the termination .of which, successful
to the Empire and the Allies, we hope
will not he long delayed.

ALy reason for reading that letter is not only
to have it in Hansard, but to show the dif-
ference belween the actions of members on
this side of the House and the actions of
members on the other side and some on this
side. We have said definitely, distinetly,
and. clearly that it made no difference to us
who was Premier, or who filled the Minis-
terial chairs, so long as they brought in
measures in the best interest of Western
Australia during this time of war, and that
we would follow out that policy which we
followed out at the time we oceupied the
Treasury bench, and would bring in no mea-
sures whafever of a controversial nalure
other than were neeessary to earry on the
affairs of the country during these tronh-
lous times. The letter showed that we did
not eare who had eontrol so long as thev
worked in the hest interests of the counfry.
Did the other side take the same action or
follow in the =ame footsteps? Did those
who elaim to he Nationalists anfd eall us die-

loyal act similarly? WNo. One of the first
things (hey did was to decide who was io
he Premier, and take into consideration the
gentlemen who would be most popular.
Brains did not count in the choice.

Hon. P. Collier: They took into consider-
ation who would be the most likely to win
their seats.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is a bit of a
refiection.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I did not mean
it to be so. 1 am only dealing with the ac-
{ions of the party as a party. They found
it necessary to seleet for their leader for the
time being a man who was popular. It did
not matter who he was so long as he was
popular and there was no objection to be
lodged against him, and it did not matter
whether or not it was in the best interests of
the country as a whole that they should ap-
point him as leader of the party.

Hon. P. Collier. They would
abilily for popularity.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier was
accordingly appointed leader. First of all
he said at Moora that a platform was
formed. I have a copy of this platform,
and T am going to give the member for Sus-
sex some credit in the formation of this
platform, because it is one which every
member in this Chamber could support.

The Minister for Works: Why nat ad-
here to it, then?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We do.

Mr. Thomson: Are you supporting it?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, certainly,

Hon. P. Collier: Tell ws what it means,
and then we will tell vou whether we sup-
port it or not.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We will go fur-
ther than this platform, which 1 will deal
with later on. The Premier said that a
platform was formed, and a leader ap-
pointed, bnt when it came to the question
of how the Ministry should be selected, it
was decided to adopt the principle of elec-
tive ministries. According to the statement
hy the Premier at Moora the party had not
decided in favour of the principle of elee-
tive ministries until after the leader had
been appointed. But is it not a faet that
dissension on the point took place even be-
fore the leader was appointed? Is it not a
fact that the party wanted to elect the

sacrifice
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Ministry and that that was the reason why
the late Premier, with one or two of his
c¢olleagues, left the room? Hence the
leader could not be appointed before the
j-rineiple of elective ministries ecame under
constderation at a future meeting. A Gov-
crnment takes building, and it should be
built on good foundation lest it fall—no
matter what or whom the Government is.
I'nless the Government have a substantial
toundation the strueture is bound to fall.
The Premier said—

There is some difference of opinion
about this new departure——
New departure! It is a departure which
has been followed by the Labour party
for several years, a departure condemned
absolutely by the party which at that time
the Premier represented, condemned abso-
lutely in Chamber and ont of Chamber as
being detrimental to the besi interests of
Australia and of the State—the principle of
election of Ministers by cauens. And yet
we find that the Premier calls this a new
fleparture. The Premier proceeded—
differenees of opinions which must always
exist where changes are contemplated.
But we must recognise this, that times are
changing and we must be prepared to
change with them. Men who are satisfied
to remain in the old groove—

T regret the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell) is not here to-night; but T wish
the member for Sussex (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) to note and remember this—

Men who are satisfied to remain in the

old groove never make a country pro-

gressive; we must advance with the times.
Thus, according to the statement of the
Premier at Moora, we have in this Chamber
three or four men who are not progressive.
That cannot apply fo any member on this
side of the Chamber, because they have fol-
lowed for years the procedure which the
Premier now says is a new departure. But
some of the members opposite put their
principles in their pockets. Why? Are
they honest enough to tell this country why
they did s0? I dounbt very much whether
they are honest enough to tell the country
the true reason for adopting the principle
of elective ministries. The reason has been
expressed in common talk, but they them-

[5]

selves will not give the actual and true rea-
son, hecause they know well that so far as
the people are coneerned it is their desire
that we shall have honest politics, straight-
forward action, and shall have in public
life men who will at all times do what is
considered by them to be right; otherwise
they would be turned down.

The Minister for Works: Will you give
us the reason why vou are over there%

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am not going
to suggest reasons; the Minister may think
he knows, I do not. I was referring to the
question of elective ministries and quoting
the lremier as having said that there was
u difference of opinion on the principle.
We may always he guided by official state-
ments made to the Press. I shall not take
any notice of anything pressmean have
written as expressing opinions formed by
talking first with one member and then with
another and coming to certain conclusions,
but shall quote from statements given offi-
cially to the Press. On 30th June, 1917,
the late Premier, Mr, Wilson, made a s{ate-
ment to the Press—

He conld not, however, help comment-
ing on the faet that every move which he
made during the present negotiations
with the combined parties had received
full endorsement by Cabinet.

Mr. Thomson: Are you trying to convert
the member for Sussex to your side?

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: I believe the
member for Sussex was telling the truth in
his statement, which continned—

For instance it was definitely decided in
Cabinet prior to the meeting he had at-
tended at Parliament House that Minis-
ters would unitedly oppose any attempt
to foist the prineiple of elective minis-
tries on the new party. For some reason
or other some of his colleagues thought
fit to depart from that understanding,
Then, again, it had heen decided Jater that
Ministers would stand together to main-
tain the identity of the Liberal party, and
that whilst they in no way wished to
foree upon other sections of the new
movement their prineiples, they would as
one man adhere to the right of the Lib-
eral party to select Ministers according
to their own methods.
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That is a statement made by the member for
Sussex, the late Premier, which shows con-
clusively that Ministers were not loyal to
the attitucde they adopted in Cabinet, not
loyal to their own colleague.

Hon. P, Collier: That is a serious charge.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is why I
stated last night I bad every sympathy with
the Treasurer. I realised he has associated
with him men who, as they could not bhe
loyal to their leader in the past, could not
be reiied upon to assist him in the manner
he has a right to expeect in his ministerial
capacity. But it may be said that is only
the statement of the member for Sussex,
that it is Trank Wilson’s statement and that
he is annoved at the action taken. But un-
fortunately for that argument we find that
" on 2nd July the Premier made a statement
as well, in which he said—

It is true that Cabinet decided to op-
pose the system of eleetive ministries, and

I voted against it when under consideration

by the party. No Minister departed from

that nnderstanding. When the party
again met, being engaged with others on

a set purpose, in which 1 genuinely be-

lieved, I had no hesitation in accepting

the views of the majority.

T ask the Premier now if he had any inkling
at that time that at the second meeting of
the party there was a possibility of the
party accepting elective ministries and that
if s0 he would be appointed Premier-of the
State. Opportunity eame his way and rea-
lising the pesition in which he was placed,
loyalty to his leader was set aside and he
accepted the views of the majority. A man
who is not loyal to his leader when he is a
member of the Government can never be
loyal to the State of which he is the Pre-
mier.

Several members: Oh!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have my own
opinion on the matter. I meant to say what
T did.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 said just now
that a Governmeut was like g building, that
if the foundation is not good the strncture
is bound to fall. The present Government
came into existence on an insecure founda-
tion. We know that two, if not more, of its
membhers sat in Cabinet and discnssed mat-

ters, approved certain action, and then
went out and acted contrary to the decision
of Cabinet.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I may say that
one of the greatest shocks of my life was
when 1 found that even the Minister for
Works (Hon. W. J. George) had not been
true to his old friend and eolleagune,

The Minister for Works: T rise to a
point of order. That is an absolute lie.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The Minister
for Works is net in ovder in making that
remark.

The Minister for Works: I regret that I
am not in order and therefore I must with-
draw, The member for Sussex is my late
leader and this i3 my business and his: not
the business of the member for North-East
Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I want to say
that in all the transactions whiech have taken
place in this matter, in my opinion, the ae-
tion taken by the member for Sussex will
meet with a greater measare of ap-
proval from the people of this country than
will the aetion taken bv some of hiz ecol-
leagues. While I am opposed to the policy
of the member for Sussex I have always ad-
mired the man. [ want to say in this
House that while I held his poliey to be
wrong, 1 decline to remain quiet and say
nothing when I honestly believe that injns-
tice has been done to the man. Hon. mem-
hers who supported him in polities ave the
men to take home to themselves their action,
whieh in my opinion represents a stain on
the history of Western Australia. The Pre-
mier at Moora trotted out an old, old ex-
cnge, There might he some justification for
that exense had this been a new Govern-
ment, or if the majority of the present

Government had not bheen members of
the preceding Government. The Premier
said—

The National (Government have only
been in power a few weeks, and even the
most exacting ecannot expect that we
should he ahle to mould a poliey in such
a short period of time which shall em-
hrace the exaet and precise methods by
which the objects we have in view shall
be arrived at. We have in the Ministry
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men of ability to do it; it is our duty to

do it; and, if permitted to do so, we will

carry out that duty. We are firmly de-

termined thai economy in administration

must be practised.
1 ask, does the Premier intend by that
statement to make the people believe that
the only two amongst his late colleogues
that were against a policy of economy were
the late Minister for Railways and the late
Premier?

The Minister for Works: Of eourse you
know he does not. Why puf up a cock-and-
hull story?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Is that what the
Premier intends to convey? The inference
is there, anyhow,

The Minister for Works: It is your
imagination that draws the inference.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am not the only
one who has drawn it. The Minisfer for
Works is evidently feeling his position.
Fconomy 18 to be practised, we are told;
but four of the present Ministers were mem-
bers of the late Cabinet. Did they practise
economy then?  How was economy prae-
tised? T.et us take the late Minister for
T.ands and Agriculture, the present Premier.
The expenditure in his departments for last
vear was greater by £13,000 than the ex-
penditure for the previous year. Was there
any necessity for the inereased expendi-
ture? The land revenue was £40,000 less than
for the previous year. These facts to my
mind show clearly that the statement as to
economy in admipistration was made merely
for the purpose of playing on the sentimenis
of the people. Then, in the Taxation De-
partment there is an inerease in expenditure
of £3,556 over the previous year, while ap-
proximately £2,800 less revenue was col-
lected. The Attorney General kept within
hounds. He was a little under the estimate
in the Crown Law Department, though he
exceeded the previous year’s expenditure in
Mines and Forestry. Next, there is the Col-
onial Secretary, whose expenditure largely
exceeded that for the previous year. It is
true that the Charities Vote was reduced, and
also the Police Vote, but the latter reduction
was due to the Defence Depariment’s taking
over cerfain duties previously carried out by
the police. The total expenditure of the

Coloninl Secretary was considerably higher
than that for the previeus year. And these
are the Ministers who go to the people and
say, “We are firmly defermined that eco-
nomy must he practised in administration.”
Is it any wonder that the new Treasurer
feels the responsibility whieh is placed on
his shoulders? Is it any wonder that the new
Treasurer thinks it wise to go into every de-
partment for the express purpose of eut-
ting down expenditure? That is really the
duty of Ministers, and not of the Treasurer.
It is the duty of Ministers to assist the Col-
onial Treasurer in accomplishing economy.
The Premier further said al Muvora—

The Government are algo firmly pledged
to as far as possible wipe out any service
which at the present juneture is either an
extravagance or a Juxury.

If T were holding office for 12 months and
thought that any luxuries existed in the de-
partments under my control, I would have
wiped out those luxuries long ago. In times
like these, when a deficit is mounnting up,
and when every shilling is required, is it
possible to believe that immediate steps
would not be taken for the abolition of all
luxuries? Fach Minister is responsible for
any luxuries existing in his departments. If
he did not abolish them, he failed in his
duty. It is not for him to say that the Trea-
surer must take the responsibility. It is im-
possible for the Treasurer to do so. If lux-
uries exist, there has heen laxity 1n the past.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: The Premier did not say
that luxuries existed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Why did he men-
tion them, then?

The Minister for Works:
business.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is my buosi-
ness too. 1 am sent here to represent a eon-
stitueney, and on hehalf of my constituents
I am entitled to find out what luxuries exist.

The Minister for Works: Why not go at
it straight, instead of making an election
speech as you are doing? You are not ad-
dressing your electors now,

Hon. P. Collier: That ecmes very well
from the Minister.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If any luxuries
exist, J say they should bave been wiped ont

That is his
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leng ago. Again playing on the sentiments
of the people, the Premier said—

We will even deal with the privileges of

members of Parliament.
What are the privileges of members of Par-
liament? It is true we receive an allow-
ance of £300 a year, but we have to give
half of that away, or more than half. What
other privileges are there? Certain people
outside believe that members of Parliament
receive moneys unknown to the general pub-
lic for services rendered, in addition to their
allowanees; and statements such as that
which T have quoted from the Premier’s
speech tend fo encourage that belief. I do
not know what action the Premier is going
to take with regard to the privileges of
members of Parliament, and it does not
worry me very much. The Governor’s Speech
draws particular attention to the finaneial
position. I do not intend to deal at length
with that to-day, because it was pretty fully
debated last night; but I may again refer
to the hard work the Colonial Treasurer will
have to do, seeing that four of his present
collearues were members of the late Govern-
ment. The deficit for the vear wlhich has
just closed is stated at £669,741, or £351,526
more than for the year 1915-16. If the four
Ministers to whom I have referred did not
try to economise in the past, how ean we ex-
pect them to do so in the future? The rev-
enue for last year was stated at four
millions odd in the Governor's Speech, and
if State trading concerns were included it
would be nearly £200,000 more than
the revenue for the previons year.
And yet there was an increase in the
deficit of over £350,000, That is the
position. Last year the whole of the
receipts from trading concerns were included
in the revenne. This year that is not the
case, as regards either receipts or expendi-
ture in conmection with trading concerns.
In order te draw a fair comparison, both
items should be included. From {fo-day’s
newspaper I learn that a geuntleman speak-
ing in another place poinfed ouf the great
detriment resulting to this State from the
withdrawal of moneys owing to the fact that
Western Australia bad entered upon trading
concerns—a smack at the late Labour Gov-
ernment, of course. Hon. members will be
aware fhat last year, apart from the Rail-

way Department and the Water Supply De-
partment, which are the two largest revenue
producing departments of the State, trad-
ing concerns and Dbusiness undertakings
showed a surplus of reeeipts over expendi-
tare amounting to £139,882. This demon-
strates clearly that so far as the revenue is
concerned the business undertakings and
trading concerns helped to build up revenne
instead of depleting it. I am pleased that
the Implement Works for last year showed
a revenue exceeding the expenditure by
£18,770. 1 reiterate a statement I made
here some months ago, that the balance-sheet
of the Implement Works published last year
and just laid on the Table of the Iouse is
very unfair to the undertaking. It may pan
ant all right for the future, but the effect of
showing the deficit last year in the manner
adopted is to give the appearance of a much
larger deficit on the aectnal working for the
vear than did in faet result. Twelve months
ago I pointed out that there would be a
defigit owing to certain actions which had
ocearred previously, but T am pleased that
this year the works show a balance of
£18,770 of revenue over expenditure. An-
other matter to which [ had intended to re-
fer to-day was dealt with Jast night. The
Premier in his policy speech said—

The Treasurer hopes that when Parlia-
ment meets after the general election he
will he able to have eeonomies ready for
presentation, and T will then ask Parlia-
ment to put through any necessary legis-
lation to give them effect. These econo-
mies must be made, beeause the Govern-
ment de not think it fair to start taxation
unlil they have tried their utmost to effect
savings.

Last night the Treasnrer gave an undertak-
ing that before the general election he will,
as far as possible, give the country an idea
of the nature of this faxation. Bt the
Premier told the people that the Treasurer
is not going to do so until after the gen-
eral election. According to the Premier’s
statement, therefore, the Government are
zoing to ask the country for blank cheque,
saying, in effeet, “After the election has
taken place, we will tell you what we are
going to do That reminds me that just
after the outbreak of war there was a meet-
ing at the Palace hotel. Tt was said a few
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vears ago that the country was run from the
Palace hotel. This meeting was held on the
4th September, 1914.  Various gentlemen
attended and took part in the diseussion of
means by which to save the country. They
found it necessary that there shoumld be an
inerease in the revenne, and that taxation
should be imposed. It was only a difference
of opinion as lo what form that taxation
should take, whether it was to he imposed
on those in a position to pay, or on those
not in a position to pay. There was a pro-
position for a poll tax of £2 on hachelors,
£1. on married men, and 10s. on single girls.
That scheme was put hefore the meeting.
The present Treasurer was at that meeting,
and apparently he did not care what hap-
pened. He was willing to break constitu-
tions, set them aside, break Governments or
anything else, beeause, in his opinion, the
time was opportune for something to be
done in order to keep the State in a sound
financial position. At that time we were
zoing through & serious drought and he
thought it necessary to keep the wheels of
production going at full speed. He said—
“Even supposing the Treasurer had to
raise £1,000,000 on his own Treasury
paper and gave it 10 years’ curreney to
bear 5 per cent, protected by a sinking
fund and a poll tax on bachelors—and he
wonld not allow them to vote if they

coulsl not produce fthe poll tax re-
aeipl #

The Premiecr: Who said that?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The present

Treasurer, according to the West Austra-
lian.

The Minister for Works: What about the
Worker?

Mr. Munsie: The Worker is not admitted
to the Palace hotel.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Perhaps the
Treasurer will tell us before the elections
whether it is his intention to abide by the
decision of that meeting.

The Premier: What meeting? Where was
it held?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: T am quite will-
ing to give you the notice of attendance, if
vou like, as follows:—

Your attendance is requested at a pre-
liminary meeting to he held at the Palace

Hotel to-day at 4 p.m. Business: To con-

sider a prepared scheme to keep the
wheels of the above industries going at
full speed, and to evolve a remedy for
any crisis that might arise. Produetion
and yet greater production should be the
motto of the West. Ti vitally affects you.

Do your duty, attend. (Signed) H. E.

Stanistreet, Farmers' and Settlers’ Asso-

ciation.

The Premier: That has nothing to do
with this Government.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I did not say it
had, but it has something to do with the
present Tremsurer, who was there.

The Premier: Not as a member of the
Governnent.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He was present
and. according to his own remarks last
night, he still entertains similar opinions.
He said last night, “I am going to do this
and do that. If T do not do it I am going
ount.”

Mr. Holman: And if he does not do it
the others have to get out.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T told him that
ke could not do it; T am afraid he has not
at his back the assistanee necessary to do it.
But I am merely bringing this forward to
show hon. members what was in the mind
of the present Treasurer at that time,
namely, that a scheme for raising money
should be introduced, even at the cost of
imposing 10s. per head on single girls. We
are justified in asking if this is the scheme
of taxation to be brought in after the elec-
tions, The Premier has something to do
with that, at all events.

The Premier: No.

Hon W. . ANGWIN: But you said so
hefore,

The Premier: No taxation can be intro-
duced without the approval of Parhament.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, but the Pre-
mier gaid he would not he able to tell the
people until after the general elections
whether there was any necessity for further
taxation., T wish to refer to the platform
of the National party, of the late Govern-
ment, the platform of the member for Sus-
sex (Hon. Frank Wilson). It is as fol-
lows :(—

War—To marshall all our resonrees to
aid the Bmpire in winning the war, TFi-
nance—Economy in administration: con-
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centration of Government oflices; legisla-
tion where necessary to admit of re-or-
ganisation of departments; amalgamation
of all branches exercising similar funec-
tions, and the encouragement of efficiency.
Taxation—After making all possible
economies and in order to keep the State
expenditure within the revenue, the intro-
duction of a graduated income tax and
other equitable taxation.
Of eourse, if they get the revenue, no fur-
ther taxation will be required. Hon. mem-
bers know that the finances cannot be put
in order without taxation. These gentlemen
were the strongest opponenits when taxa-
tion Bills were brought in here previously,
measures which would have served to keep
the finances in & satisfactory position; and
the Premier now asks the people to believe
that taxation will be unnecessary. He be.
Jlieves that taxation will be unnecessary. He
believes we can economise, but he wants to
just warn us of the possibility of further
taxation. I remember Mr. Daglisl’s Gov-
ernment were abused up hill and down dale
becanse we brought in a land tax. The
Premier who followed that line went to the
country. It was said that the land tax was
not necessary; not taxation was necessary,
but only economy. Yet after a few weeks
in office Mr. Daglish’s suceessor bhrought in
the very tax that Mr. Daglish had proposed.
Hon. P. Collier: The same thing was said
12 months ago by the Attorney General.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am coming to
that. In 1905 this same thing took place.
It was suecessful at that time, and the Pre.
mier now thinks it will again be snccessful
with the people. This plalform to which
I was referring continnes—

To aid produetion and encouruge to the

utmost the development and protection of

the natural resources of the counlry; ulso

assisting te establish und develop second-

ary industries.
The only way that can be done is by a
heavy tariff. Let me ask the members of
the Country party bow their palicy will
come in when we have a heavy tariff. Vet
this is the only way to assist the secondary
industries, more particularly in view of tha
attitude of the manufacturers of a certain
nation who, owing to the position brought
ahout by the war, are sending their goods

on the markets of Australia, goods against
which, in the future, we will be unable to
compete without the aid of a heavy tariff.
The platform continues—

Repatriation of soldiers and sailors—Lthe
State working in co-operation with the
Commonwealth Government in all mat-
ters relating to the well-being of returned
men, including settlement on the lamd,
provision being made for partially im-
proved farms in suitable distriets. Devel-
opmental Research—In view of the de-
cision of the nation to develop necessary
industries within the dominions by
science, inventive genius, and npational
capital, every provision to be made by
the establisbment of local committees to
take stock of our many natural products
and thus enable us to participate to the
fullest extent in this great development
scheme.

In regard fo that, the member for Swan
{(Mr. Nairm) apparently thought it was
something new. As a matier of fact there
has been a local committes in existence in
Western Australia for nearly three years;
and not only that, but a committee was
formed for this purpose by the Common-
wealth Government immediately after the
outbreak of war. Mr. Manp, the Govern-
ment Analyst, has been a member of that
committee almost since its imception, and I
think there is another member 1n the Lands
Department, and a third in the University;
so we have nothing new here. It is a very
good idea, but it is already in existenee, and
was supported in its entirety by the Lab-
our Government, who were then in officg
Yet it is now being put np as something
new for the people. Then, in this platform
we eome to the subjeet of immigration. I
remember a few months ago, just after
some of the present Ministers came into
office, they made a big song about immigra-
tion. They were going to bring in 25,000
persons per annum and make preparation
o settle those people on the land. I helieve
it will take this or any other Government,
no matter what special ability they might
have, all their time fo properly place our
returned soldiers on the land, without look-
ing to England, or elsewhere, for immi-
erants, I would say, too, with all credit
to Sir Newton Moore, that in all proba-
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bility we would have had thousands more
Germans in this State had Mr. Connolly, iu-
slead of Sir Newton Moore, been Agent
General; because Mr. Connolly, when Col-
onial Secretary, told Sir Newton Moore,
“Do not be too particular what immigrants
vou send here” And when Mr. Joseph
Cook found that the obtaining of immi-
yrants in England was a failure, that Eng-
land desired to keep her own population,
and thal an agitation had arisen in England
agninst emigration, he sent a commissioner
to Germany to sece whether sufficient immi-
grants could be obtained there, and the re-
port came back recommending that this be
done, Sir Newten Moore said, “So far as
I am concerned, I ean get sufficicnt immi-
grants from England. I do not agree with
going to Germany in order to increase onr
population.” Popular opinions on immigra-
tion are hased on what has followed pre-
vipus wars, and what aelion has been taken
by numbers of people seitling back inlo
old avenues of employment. But we are
under entirely different conditions and we
only suppose that the same things will hap-
pen again. If Great Britain in 1912 eould
not afford to lose her population, when
New Soulh Wales and Vietoria were paying
for hundreds of berths coming to Anstralia
empty, how is it possible that she can afford
to lose her population to-day?

Hon. Frank Wilson: We got 15.000.

Ton, Frank Wilson: We got 15,000,
1913-14.

Hon. Frank Wilson: As a result of our
policy; yet you closed down on onr immi-
gration policy.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, we did not.

Hon. P. Collier: We got 13,000 in three
Vears.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
vou right down,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There was never
in the history of Western Australia so many
mmmigrants introduced into this State as
during the term of the Labour Government.
More money was provided for it. Perbaps
my friends opposite will tell me that that
was extravagant. At the time the war broke
out we had shiploads of immigrants in Eng-
land which eould not be brought here. Oune
hoatload was loaded with immigrants and

MeCallum  closed

they had to be taken off. To fill the waste
plases of Australia it will be necessary to
lave immigrants and in my opinion we shail
have to wait a few years before we e¢an
curry the immigration poliey into effect.
Une well-known gentleman, in discussing
this question with me, said: “Are you not
of opinion that children would make the
best immigrants for Australia? I replied
that in all probability they wonld. He
said, “Yon must remember that unfortun-
ately in Great Britain to-day there is a
large number of fatherless children and
widows that might be bronght out to people
Australia”; and he went on to say that he
was instrumental with some other 'gentle-
man in raising three millions sterling to
carry immigrants to Canada to people land
which they had there: T said that in my
opinion perhaps children would make the
hest immigrants, but money was not available
to bring them here. It is useless to talk of
bringing women and children here unless
we can see our way to maintain them until
they are in a position to obtain their own
livelihood. Another question that comes to
the forefront, as far as politics are con-
cerned, is the bulk handling of wheat. T read
a statemenl last might—I do not infend to
repeat it—in regard to the action of Mr.
Hughes and the erection of silos, The Gov-
ernment must be very eareful at the pre-
sent time in entering on work of this de-
seription. There was a report prepared by
the Engineer-in-Chief of Western Austra-
hia in 1914 after he came back from Can-
ada, which T think should he placed on the
Table of the House as it would give some
good information to members, particularly
those engaged in farming pursuits. Though
My, Thompson bases his estimates on the
bulk handling of wheat at a very low figure
in regard to appliances and the erection of
elevators, 1 am very much afraid, after
reading the reports of Commissions in the
other States, that it is going to cost West-
ern Australia a million of maney before we
have bulk handling established in Western
Australia. With the expenditure mentioned
by the Engineer-in-Chief there is a possi-
bility of the farmer saving a half-penny a
bushel, and that will apply only to those
who live elose to where the silos are erected.
Alr. Trov: How do you explain it ?
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Hon. W. U, ANGWIN: He gives various
tables and points out that with extraordin-
arily clean wheat the farmers might get a
penny more, I want to say this, so that
some of my friends opposite, who are op-
posed to socialism, will bear it in mind—
that it is no use to start bulk handling un-
less the Government decide to become bank-
ers as far as the farmers are concerned.
Bunk handling in Canada is carried on by
companies, but we shall have to go in for
socialism pure and simple to make bulk
handling as successful here as it is in Can-
ada. I would like members to have the re-
port of Mr, Thompson hefore them. It is
very interesting. I am afraidi that the price
mentioned in that report for the purpose of
building elevators and silos in parts of the
State is too low by a long way. Then again,
I would like to see the Government bring
in a Bill this session for controlling the
price of food. We know that since the Act
whiech we had previously in force was dis-
continued, prices of ecommodities have con-
siderably inercased and large prices have
heen charged.  Anpother thing that is re-
quired is a fair rent Bill. In New Scuth
Wales they have had one in force since 1915.
Tt allows landlords to get as a return from
their property after deducting insurance
and so forth, the same interest as they
would pay to the Commonwealth Bank for
an overdraft. Though times look bad se
far as Fremantle is concerned, extortionate
rents are charged. Some land changed
hands the other day for £17,000, and the
rents have gone up approximately to £3,500
a vear. Not only does that apply to the
property I have mentioned, but properties
adjoining and opposite are following on the
same lines. The reason given is that in all
prohability in the near future the Common-
wealth will find it necessary to increase tax-
ation and the owners say that they must
eet it from someone else, and this has to be
passed on, first to the tenant, and the ten-
ants pass it on in the price of goods; ulti-
mately it comes to the worker, as it always
does. There is one little matler to which T
wish the Government would give some at-
tention, We have at the present time several
hundred residents of Western Australia, or
persons who are domiciled in Western Aus-
tralia, working just over the border. West-

ern Australia is their home, It is the place
to whieh they look in every shape and form.
Many have their wives living here at the
present time; but because they are engaged
on a public work and it is necessary, owing
to the manner in which the Transcontinental
line is being comstructed, that they must
eross the border to do their work, these peo-
ple are to be disfranchised as far as West-
ern Australia is concerned. I think it is
only just and fair that under such condi-
tions a Bill should be brought in, if it can-
not be done otherwise, to enable these per-
sons to vote at the general elections.

Mr. Piesse: Who disfranchised them?

The Premier: They are disfranchised be-
cause they have gone out of the State.

Hon. 1*. Collier: They are domieiled in
Western Australia,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T think it would
he only just for the Government to intro-
duee a Bill giving those persons who are
domiciled in Western Australia, but who
have gone over the border, and who are en-
zagetl to work on the Transcontinental line,
an opportunity to vote at the next general
election. It could enly apply to those en-
titled to vote because a person must be resi-
dent 1n Western Australia for six months
before being entitled to the franchise. The
Government should make provision by Act
of Parliament if it cannot be done other-
wise, 1 regret that owing to the finances,
provision caunct be made for the purpose
of constructing the railway hridge at Fre-
mantle. T also regret that a report has not
heen made durinz this year as to the pre-
sent hridge at Fremantle and I advise the
Premier—owing to the heavy rains that we
have heen having and the high tide, the
water has never heen higher than al the
present time—to order an inspection of the
hiridge at the earliest possible moment to see
if it is safe for traffic.

The Premier: Ts it the railway bridge or
the road bridge to whieh you refer?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The railway
bridge, but it should apply to both. I
would like again to point out to the Gov-
ernment the necessity at the earliest possible
date of wetting a new dredge for the pur-
pose of deepening our harbours.  Unless
this is done, according to the Teports re-
ceived and the decision arrived at by the
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Dominions Commission, it is going to be a
loss to Western Australia in connection
with oversea shipping. New South Wales
and Vietoria have already taken the matter
in hand so as to provide for the mew class
of ships which will be coming out here imn-
mediately at the close of the war. New
South Wales and Victoria are preparing
for the new class of steamer which will be
engaged in the Australian irade. Only a
few months azo a steamer came to Western
Anstralia and tried to get into Albany and
then Fremantle to load coal, but there was
not sulficient water to enable the boat to
get in and the vessel had to go to Tasmania
for coal. TUnless something is done to
deepen the barbours it will be a very seri-
ous loss to Western Australia, and in the
future there will be some diffieulty in get-
ting these vessels back again. I hope the
Government will take the matter into con-
sideration. I am sorrv the finanees are in
such a condition that this work cannot be
done now.

The Attorney General: Is there not a
depth of 40 feet ai Albanv?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is not as deep
at Albany as at Fremantle.

The Attorney Genmeral: I was always un-
der the Impression that there was a depth
of 40 feet there.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I want to com-
pliment my friend the member for Leonora
{Mr. Foley} on the influence he has been
able to exercise with the Federal Govern-
ment on the subject of the tax it was in-
tended to impose on the war profits of
mines. The member for Dampier in the
House of Representatives (Mr. Gregory)
repeatedly endeavoured to prevaill on the
Federal Government not to impose this tax-
ation, and he spoke on the subject on sev-
eral oeccastons. Severnl other members in
the Federal Parliament did likewise but un-
til the member for Leonora bronght the mat-
ter before this House, the Federal Govern-
ment were solid. They eventually saw that
a member of the State Parliament had taken
action in the matter and dropped the idea
of imposing the tax like a hot spoon. I com-
pliment the member for Leonora on the
ability he displayed in influencing the Fed-
eral Government. I have not had an op-
portunity of perusing the evidence taken in

connection with the Nevanas inquiry, nor
the comments of his Honour Mr. Justice
Burnside, but 1 am very pleased indeed to
find that his Honour has borne out the state-
ments which were made in this House, and
removed eatirely the imputations which were
cast on members® of the late Government in
rezard to this matter. There is not the least
doubt in my mind, as I have said here re-
peatedly, that everything that was done in
connection with the freezing works was done
in the opinion of every member of the late
Government in the best interests of the
State. We are all liable to make mistakes,
and perhaps a mistake was made in rushing
this job on, hut it will be pleasing, not only
to the members of the late Government, but
to every member of this House to know that
the good name of Western Australia has not
heen hesmirched.

Mr. Troy: What about the missing cor-
respondence?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That has nothing
to do with it.

Mr. Troy: 1t has a lot to do with it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T think that was
cleared up entirely.

Mr. Troy: Mr. Scaddan oughi to have
heen impeached.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am of the
opinion that while BMr. Seaddan was Pre-
mier of this State he devoted all his ability
towards the interests of Western Australia.
I felt right through that job—perhaps an
error was made—that every action which
wag taken was taken in the best interests of
Western Australia. T only hope that when
the next Parliament assembles we shall meef
under much brighter auspices than we are
doing on this occasion. I trust the war will
be ended, and I also trust that the cause for
the utterances of the Treasurer last evening
will he removed, and that the pessimism
which must have prevailed after the Trea-
surer’s speech was read this morning will
have disappeared, that the horizon will be
brighter and that we shall be able to go on
proyressing as we have always done in the
past. In my opinion Western Australia has
not vet felt the effects of the war except to
a small extent, and as I remarked last night,
immediately the war terminates—which we
hope will be soon—there will no longer be
an esxpenditure of 40 millions annually in
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Australia, and our position will be alike to
that of the man who fell from the building,
we shall feel the bump.

Hon. P. Collier: That will be the time
when there will be depression and unem-
ployment.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: "There is not the
least doubt about that to my mind, and it is
up to every man and woman in Wesfern
Australia to remember this and to look
ahead. It has been asked, what will the
States do for money? Speaking only the
other day to a man who is engaged in finan-
cial eirveles, the fact was pointed out to me
that in Western Australia the population of
approximately 300,000 people spent annu-
ally ahout three millions sterling in intoxi-
cating Jiquors. This man also pointed out
to me that in Russia, immediately after the
prohibition of the sale of vodka, the sav-
ings of the people increased from mnine to
eighteen millions in the short period of
_eighteen months. My friend put this mat-
ter in a way that convineced me thag if the
people of Western Australia would only re-
duee thenr expenditure on lignor hy half,
and put a million and a half into the Sav-
ings Bank, there would bhe no occasion for
Western Australia to go outside for the pur-
pose of financing its Government. The Trea-
surer would then be able to remove the diffi-
culty which exists to-day. I am very much
afraid that for the time being, however, it
is not possible to earry such an idea into
effect. The man to whom T have referred
was not a teetotaller like myself, and when
we meet people of thiz deseripiion who re-
alise the position in which the finances of
the State are it should incline others to think
whether it would not be in the best interests
of the country to take action in fhe direc-
tion, frst of all of wiping out the obnoxious
gallon and wine licenses, and allow only
properly conducted licensed premises to
carry on the sale of intoxicating liquor. The
license fees could then be considerably in-
¢reased and much revenue would be derived
hy the State.

Mr. ('Loghlen:
anti-shouting?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I have come
across many men in my time who would
never have known what it was fo be under
the influence of drink if it had not been for

What are your views ov

shouting. In conversation with a man after
the anti-shouting meeting in the Town Hall,
Perth, a few nights ago, I was told that
while he did not agree altogether with the
object of the meeting, he confessed that the
only oceasion on which he had ever been the
worse for liguor was brought about by
shouting. In my honest opinion if an anti-
shouting measure were carried in this Par-
liament it would be one of the principal
things which would have a tendency towards
putting the million and a-half to which I
have referred into the Savings Bank.

Mr. Hickmott: You do not enforge the
laws vou have already in operation,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T regret very
mueh that I have had to speak in the man-
per T have had to do to-day, but I think I
was justified in doing so. T should Jike to
make a few eoncluding remarks on the sub-
ject of one of the planks of the National
platform, namely, “Parliamentary freedom,
Representative Government, free discussion
and action of members of Parliament who
shall he responsible only to their electors.”
That is very good sentiment. T am entirely
in aceord with that policy. But is it nol a
fact that only a few days ago the present
Government held a Caucus meeting to dis-
cuss certain matters? And were all who
were present at that meeting unanimous?
When they came here they were unapimous.
Yet they talk of Parliamentary freedom.

The Attorney General: When was this,
and what guestion was it?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If there is not
a member of this HMouse who will net sav
what he believes is right and correct, he
should never have a seat here. With all due
respect to this platform of the National
party, members on the Opposition side of
the House do say what they think and that
has been the unfortunate part of it, especi-
ally when a member expressing his eandid
views has been a member of the Govern-
ment. What is the position in regard to the
present Glovernment? The members sup-
porting them sit. dwnb. The Premier moves
something, and someone seconds it, and all
the others say “Aye! The freedom is on
this side of the House and not on the Min-
isterial side. And whilst they have felt the
necessity for a plank such as the one T have
read, we know there is no intention of carry-
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ing it out; it is there merely to throw dust
in the eyes of the people. The whole posi-
tion is a sham. T have sat on the front
Ministerial bench and opposed a Bill
brought in by one of our own Ministers.
Yet we are told that we on this side do not
know the meaning of freedom.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [7.30]: 1
desire first of all to deal briefly with the
position that led up to the taking of office
by the persent Administration. When the
Wilson Government came into power there
were some fairly bitter complaints from
two or three newspapers, and particularly
on the floor of the House, as to the intrigue
that had gone on between the then Liberal
party and the Country party: but let me
say that the then ncgotiations have been
completely outdone by those that foock
place over the formation of the present so-
called National Government. To me it
seems most peculiar that, during the erisis
in the Federal arena, when Mr. Hughes re-
fused to agree to the majority rule of his
party, be was held up as a strong man, as
the man who was going to save Australia,
because he took a definite attitude; and the
newspapers landed him to the skies for hav-
ing disagreed with the majority rule of his
own party. At that time T believed thai
Mr. Hughes was wrong, and T eriticised him
from many platforms. I hold that it is not
possible for any Governmeni, municipality,
roads board, society, or other organisation
of any deseription to carry on its functions
except by majority rule. But when the
negotiations for the formation of the pre-
sent Government were proceeding, the then
Premier (Hon. Frank Wilson) took cxactly
the same stand as Mr. Hughes had pre-
viously taken, and practically defied ma-
jority rule; and, strange to say, almost the
whole of the Press, and particoiarly the
party which had heen hehindl him, stonilv
opposed Mr. Wilson heecause, forsooth, he
had adopted the attitude previously adopted
by Mr. Hughes. If there is any one thing
in which the present Government are con-
sistent, it is their inconsistency. They have
made it appear throughont the State, in the
Press and on the publie platform, that they

are oul to drop party polities, that we re-
quire a National Government for the pur-
pose of winning the war. If for a moment
I thought there was any sincerity whatever
in the forming ofa National Government to
win the war, I would be prepared to give
that Giovernment some little consideration.

The Attorney (leneral: Come right over
here.

Alr. MUNSIE: Let me tell the Attorney
Greneral that he will require to show some-
thing vastly different from what he has
shown to date. Take His Excellency's
Speeeh, which was prepared by the present
Government for His Excellency to deliver.
The lirst reference in that Speech to which
1 would point 1s as follows:-—

It is the duly of my advisers to aid the
Federal Governmenl in every effort that
may be made to secure their adequate re-
inforcements n order fhat Ausiralia may
perform lo the full its duty to the Tim-
pire, and he represented by a complete
artny in the field when the triumphant
peace to which we look forward with as-
sarance is achieved,

I contend that the present Govermment
cotld do a good deal towards assisting re-
cruiting if they were so disposed. But the
action of many of their supporters to-
day, and the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards those supporters, in my opin-.
ion, is doing more to retard reeruiting in
this State than anything else that can be
mentioned. T refer to the repeated utter-
ances by hon. members opposite, and by the
Press of the State, proving that because a
man happens to differ from them politiealty
he is by them classed as a member of the
I.WAY, or as pro-German, or as anything
else that is had and disloyal. We have in
Kalgoorlie a workmen's inspeetor, ap-
pointed by the late Labhour Government,
who I believe holds the respect of every man
working underground on the Golden Mile.
Yet that man has heen accused of being a
member of the 1.W.W., and has practieally
had to 2o hefore a magistrate to swear that
he is not s0. Why? Tor no other reason
than that he is an absolute out-and-out sup-
porter of the Lahour party’s poliey and
prineiples.

The Attornev Gencral: Absolute moon-
shine.
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Mr., MUNSIE: It is for no other reason
whatever. The charge has been laid against
him for no other reason than that he has
advocated the ideals of the Labour party.
Nor is be the only one. . In many of our
prominent workshops, and parlicularly in
the Government workshops, there is practie-
ally a reign of terror, and it is highly dan-
gerous for a man to express a labourite’s
vigws. 1f he does, he is immediately accused
of being a member of the LW. W, is re-
ported to his superior officers, and has
to appear before them to disprove the
charge. If it is desired to encourage re-
cruiting, it is time to drop this attitude of
classing all labourites as members of the

LWWwW, )

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Take Dennis, one of
the most ardent conseriptionists in the
State.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, yet becanse he had
the audacity to stick to his prineciples he has
been acensed of being a member of the
ILW.W. In regard to the recent Brownhill-
Ivanhoe eleetion, T see by this morning’s
paper that the ilate Minister for Mines has
had someihing to say. I wish to refer to
two of the points mentioned. He says that
a certain monster raised its head again in
the late election. Unfortunately that was
s0, but on every occasion it was dve to Mr.
Seaddan’s supporters and canvassers. [
defy Mr. Scaddan or any of his eanvassers
to peint to any instance of a canvasser or
speaker on our side insinuating anything in
regard to orange and green.

Hon. P. Collier: His speakers did it from
the platform.

Mr. MUNSIE: And from house to house.
In the interests of the present member for
Brownhiil-Ivanhoe (Mr. Lutey) I canvassed
a good few houses during the election. In
one portion of the electorate T went from
house to house where a certain individual
from the other camp had been canvassing
hefore me. If he came to a house whose in-
mates he knew to be, or if the name told
him that they were likely to be, Roman
Catholics, then Mr. Lutey was a rahid
Orangeman. If at the next house the can-
vasser knew that they were Orange, then
my friend Mr. Lutey was a Sinn Feiner and
a supporter of the LW.W. while at any

house where the canvasser eonld not deter-
mine whether the oceupanis were green or
orange, then Mr. Lutey's mother was QGer-
man and could not speak a word of Eng-
lish. I know that all this was dome by a
prominent supporter of Mr. Secaddan in the
late election. I mention this, because I de-

test methods of that kind in an election.
Wlen the Canning election was being
fought and I was behind Mr. Scaddan

against the Attorney General, 1 bhelieve I
was the only member who on the floor pro-
tested against the tacties nsed in classing
Mr. Seaddan as pro-German. I protested
against the civeular issued by the All-British
Association, and I say again that the man
responsible for the issue of that cireular in
the Canning election should be behind the
bars to-day.

Ar. Smith: Is he
llonse?

Mr. MUNSIE: No.

Mr. Swmith: Then what has it to do with
us?

Ale. MUNSIE: I wisk to draw public at-
tention to it for the reason that T am per-
fectly satisfied that notwithstanding all the
misreprezentation put up, notwithstanding
this ery of Nationalism, the workers ave
waking up and are not going to be gulled
any longer, partienlarly when we get such
national subjects brought hefore us to deal
with in this Parliament. Before getting
away from the Governor's speech 1 want to
deal with the national aspect of the present
Government. I do not need o read much
of the Governor’s speech, but only the eon-
cluding paragraph, whieh is as follows:—

In view of the neeessity of submitting
the policy of the Government for the en-
dorsement of the people, my advisers are
of opinion that the time is inopportune
for the introduetion of legislation, and
ooly measures of urgency will be sub-
mitted. These will include Bills

When [ came to this T naturally expected
to see something which was going to be of
national benefit both for the State and the
Commonwealth as a whole, but I find that
the first of these Bills is one—-
to unite the municipality of Victoria
Park with the City of Perth on the ex-
piration of the current municipal year;

a member of the
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national projeet,
The next

That is a wonderfully
there is no question about it.
items are—
to validate the distribution of Sand Bag
Funds, to postpone the commencement of
contributions to the sinking fund of the
Melville Park tramways, and for the con-
tinnauce of certain expiring laws.

With regard to the whole of this pro-
gramme, there is a possibility that the Gov-
crnment can show their sincerily in respeet
lo doing something for the people of the
State by earrying out the final paragraph,
which has fo do with re-enacfing some of
the laws of the State. We had a statement
made by the member for TLeonora (Mr.
Foley), in seconding the moiion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, with re-
rard o arbitration. Anyone reading that hon.
gentleman’s statements in Hansard would
alwost ecome to the conclusion that he was
the only member of the House who was a
supporier of arhitration. T have been just
as great a supporter of and believe just as
much 1o-day in arbitration as that hoz.
member, The time has come when some-
thing has to bhe done, besides introducing
urbifration for the purpose of fixing the
wages which a man shall get. Tt is an ab-
solute absurdity to say that the only com-
wodity which a man has to sell, namely, his
lahour, has to be taken by him before a
Tioard presided over hy a Judge of a Su-
preme Courl, who has with him a represen-
talive of the workers on the one hand and
a represcntative of the employers on the
other, and disposed of there by him. If he
disobeys the verdict that is given in any
way it is said that he is absolately disloyal
and ought to be stood up against a wall
and shot. I have heard hon. members of
this House make that statement in regard to
working men., Througlont Western Aus-
iralia there are no more than three or four
organisations the members of which have
had their wages increased by 6d. per day
since the gutbreak of war, and when we rea-
lise that a man receiving 9s. a day on the
4th of August, 1914, is to-day only receiving
ihe equivalent of 6s. 9d. a day, we can see
that he has practically had his wages ent
down by Zs. 3d. pur day as the result of
the increased eost of living. The Govern-
ment could certainly do something in that

direction. It is absolutely unfair to ask
the workers of the State to submit them-
selves to arbitration unless the Government
arc prepared to iniroduee price-fixing legis-
lation fo control the price of commedities
after an award is given. What is the use
of a man going to the Arbitration Court
{o get an increase in wages? The ramifica-
lions of that Court have practically reduced
themselves to this, that the employees have
to find sulficient evidence to prove to the
Court that they are not getting a living
wage when the present price of commodities
and the amount of wages they are receiv-
ing are taken into conmsideration. If they
do  succeed in proving  this and
getting an increase of 6d. or 1s. a day on
their wages, three months after reeceiving
the increase of 1s. a day there is 1s. 2d. a
ay taken off their wages as the result of
an increase in the cost of living. What is
the good of men going on in that way9
There never was a time in the history of the
Commonwealth when a more fitling oppor-
tunity was afforded to the Government of
doing something to regulate prices than now
exists. That would only he a natural cor-
ollary to our Arbitration Court. Our
friends say that we ought to drop party
polities.  The party politics which they
want us to drop are the Labour party poli-
tics and the Labour party principles. They
would be quite satisfied if we sacrificed the
prineiples which we have, and have advo-
cated all our lives, and allowed them to go
on in the old way. I am not prepared to
drop party politics if by so doing I am
sacrificing the very people who are respon-
sible for my being in Parliament to-day.
We have ranged behind the present Na-
tional Government in Western Australia the
whole of the forces of the State which have
always been antagonistic to the working
classes of the State. We have ranged be-
hind them the Chamber of Commerce and
the Chamber of Mines, and the Employers’
Tederation, together with every other or-
ganisation which ean bhe mentioned, whose
interests are to get as much as they can out
of the worker and give as little as they can
in return for if.

Mr. Nairn: What do vou mean by
“ranged behind”?
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Mr. MUNSIE: There is not a member of
the Nattonal party on the other side of the
House but who when he goes up for elec-
tion will not receive the support of every
one of these organisations.

Mr. Nairn: Rubbish.

Mx. MUNSIE: I should at all events like
to have some instance to the contrary. T
would ask the hon. member, who has been
te Kalgoorlie recently in connection with
the by-electiong, for whom the members of
the Chamber of Mines who live in the
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe electorate and are on
the roll for that electorate voted. DMd they
vote for my friend, the newly elected mem-
her? Where did the conveyances which
were run in the interests of the National
candidates on Saturady last come from?%
. As a matter of fact two-thirds of the mine
managers on the fields and the engineers,
and all who possessed motor-cars, were
running their vehicles for Mr. John Scad-
dan on Saturday last. The Labour party
represent the trades unions in this and all
the other Parliaments of the Commonwealth,
and the whole of the forces which have ever
been opposed to trades unions are to-day
ranged behind the present National Gov-
ernment. I, for one, am not going to sink
the principles which I have advocated all
my life for the purpose of letting that Na-
tional party do as they like, when they are
showing no sincerity whatever so far as do-
ing anything in the interests of the workers
is concerned.

Mr. Nairn: You e¢amnot sink your pre-
judiees.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not intend to do so.

T came here prejudiced in favour of the
working classes of the State, and am going
to remain so as long as I am in Parliament.
I desire to see the workers get a fair deal,
and they cannot get that unless legislation
1s in existence for the purpose of fixing the
price of commodities. Will the hon. mem-
ber persuade his friends, the members of
the CGovernment, fo introduce a Bill this
session for the purpose of fixing prices?
The Government will of eourse say no, that
it is party legislation, and that ihey do
not desive to introduce party legislation. T
would point out to them that irrespective
of whether they do or do not introduce
price-fixing legislation during the session

they are not going to get away from the
fact of being a party serving the inferests
of a party as a whole. If they do intro-
doce a Bill for the purpose of fixing prices
they will then certainly be doing something
in the interests of the consumers of the
State, and will be working in the interests
of that elass of the community, If, on the
other hand, they refuse to introduce such
legislation they will be doing something in
the interests of the commercial section of
the eommunity, those who at the present
time are practically robbing the consumers
of the State. They will be party irrespec-
tive of whether they introduce such legisla-
tion or not, I urge them to take the advice
of one who T believe they will admit is sin-
cere, and do something which will be in the
interests of the mosses of the people and
not in the intrests of a few. I listened at-
tentively to the speeech of the Colonial
Treasurer yesterday. I sympathise with
that gentleman in the task with which he 1s
faced-—and I suppose he realised the mag-
nitude of the task he js taking on before he
took it—and believe he is sineere in his in-
tentions to do something in the direction he
has indicated. He had not spoken for
more than two minutes, however, before he
announced that there would shortly be an
appeal to the people of the State. He was
asked by interjection during the course of
his speech, times withont number, what tax-
ation proposals he had or what reform pro-
posals he had from the economic stand-
point, and the only reply we have up to
date is that be intended to ent out Hanserd,
which I believe would effect a saving of
about £4,000 a year. That is the only defi-
nite statement the Colonial Treasurer has
made up to date. The difference between
£600,000 a year by way of a deficit and
£4,000 a year, the cost of Hamsard, is not
roing to account for much in the finances
of the State. It is up to the Government
to let the people know what they intend

to do.  Personally, if I was to eonsult
my own feelings and was ambitions
and wanted an easy time at the next

eegneral elections in  getting back to
ihe House, I would not mention anything at
all about it, because I am satisfied that if
the (Government go to the country with
their policy sealed, as it is now, they will
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get the greatest surprise they have ever had
in their lives. It is the duty of the Govern-
ment to let the people know what they in-
tend to do. All they have said up to date is
that they are going to economise. How are
tliey going to economise? Are they going to
reduce wages? If they are, they should be
came enough to say so,

Me. E. B. Johnston:
on the Governor.

Mr. MUXSIE: They will not do things
like that. T qguite agvee with the hon. mem-
ber. Tf they were sincere in their advocacy
of retrenclhiment and were desirpus of econo-
mising, I am of opinion that they wonld
never have allowed the Hon. J. D. Connolly
to leave the State tv go to England as Agent
(General. Under existing eivewmnstances [
believe that the Agent Generalship of West-
crn Australia and other States of the Com-
monwenlth could well be wiped out, and that
whilst we have a High Commissioner to look
after the interests of the Commonwealth,
that is quite suflicient. T expect the Govern-
ment will say that would be unconstitu-
tional. I am satisfied that they could do
something in that direction by attempting to
cet rid of State Governors and the upkeep
of Government House. T believe it is neces.
sary under our existing laws that we should
have some connecting link between Western
Australia and the Motherland, but while we
have a Governor General that is all that is
necessary. The people of Western Australia
are part and parcel of the Commenwealth.
They are practically paving their quota to
the salary and upkeep of the Governor Gen-
eral and his establishment and on top of
that have to pay for the whole of the up-
lkeep of the State Government House. On
top of that they have to pay the whole of
the upkeep of a State Governor. That is a
waste of money, and if the Government hon-
estly desire to retrench, there is a direction
in which they can do something. TIn con-
clusion, 1 wish to mmake one or two refer-
ences to two other matters, one of which T
am sorry 1 overlooked when dealing with
the formation of the National Government.
Before touching on that, however, T wish
to deal with a matter dealt with by the late
Minister for Mines in this morning’s news-
paper, when lte remarked that in those por-
tions of the eleciorate bordering on the

They should start
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boundaries of the wKalgoorlie and Hannans
electorate he had sceured a majority. 1 do
not know what inference he draws from
that, but he says that the fact does not
augur too well for the prospects of Official
L.abour party candidates. 1 want to say
this: He has had a contest at Brownhill-
Ivanhoe, which touches my own electorate
at three different points, and if he is anxious
for another contest on the goldfields T in-
vite him to come to my electorate.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He may
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not optimistie, but
I do helieve that if he aeeepts this challenge
I shall win. Tt has been said that he has
represented Brownhill-Ivanhoe for 13 years.
That is not correct. He represented Ivan-
hoe for nine out of those thirteen years, and
the greater porfion of the then Ivanhoe elec-
torate is now included in Hannans, which I
have the honour of representing. He has,
therefore, represented a portion of my elee-
torate longer than I have myself, and if be
is anxions for another fight on the gold-
fields, T invite him to come along and try
next time against me. With regard to the
formation of the present Giovernment, I am
sorry I missed this point when dealing with
the subject previously. I would like to ask
members opposite what position they placed
the late Premier in? We—and when I say
“we” ] vefer to the Labour party—are con-
stantly being accused of being ruled by
caucus, that we hold cawens meetings. Any-
one might think that a eanens was some kind
of serpent with seven heads. The present
supposed National party also holds eaucus
meetings. and we ean get only that infor-
mation which they prepare and supply fo
the Press. Tf we may believe that informa-
tion the members of the party placed the
member for Sussex (Hon, Frank Wilson)
in a very awkward position, a position
which reminds me of the erew of a ship who
have mutinied. Havinz reached a certain
point, the member for Sussex was given the
choice of two options. A plank was placed
on the edge of the boat and the member for
Snussex placed on the plank and miven the
option of jumping overboard or of being
pushed in. Those people who would thus
persecate the member for Sussex for taking
exaelly the same stand as was taken by Mr.

prefer
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Hughes in the Federal Parliament are the
very people who landed Mr. Hughes for the
stand he took. 1 caunot understand such
people; I contend that in both cases the
leader took the wrong course. The instant
Mr. Hughes learned that he had not a ma-
jority of his party behind him, he should
have submitted to majority rule, and on the
other hand, the instant the member for Sus-
sex knew he had not a majority he should
have done likewise,

Mr. Nairn: Hughes hkad a majority of
the people of Australia behind him, that is
the difference.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think he had. §t
is all very well for the hon. member to say
that Mr. Hughes had a majority of the peo-
ple hehind him. At the last Federal election
the people of Anstralia were gagged, and
while the Cook-Forrest-Irvine party did se-
cure an overwhelming majority thromghout
Australia, the Hughes party went back one
fewer in number than when they left Par-
liament. The Hughes party had one more
member in the House when the dissolution
took place than they had after the elections
were over. Therefore, My. Hughes did not
get an enormous victory at the election. That
election, too, eomprised one of the gravest
seandals of any electioneering campaign in
this or any other State. I realise thai the
present National party in this State pro-
poses fighting the fortheoming State elec-
tions on exactly the same cry; but I would
warn them that they will not suceeed in
fooling the people of this State with the erv
of nationalism unless the Government show
some sincerity, show a desire of doing some-
thing which will stamp them as National,
something in the interests of the people of
the State, And the one small thing I ask
the Government to do is to introduce legis-
lation for the fixing of prices, so as to give
the working people of the State a reason-
able chance of living decently.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-lvanhoe) [8.3]:
I read His Excellency's Speeeh with some
surprise, although I have known for years
past, having itaken an interest in public
affairs, State and Federal, that the oppo-
nents of the party to whiech I belong have
had a particular cateh ery at each general
election. The ery on this occasion was
that we must bhave a National Government
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in the inleresis of the State. When there
was a previous change of Government some
months ago the cry then was of business
acumen and economy, but we find that after
12 months that Geovernment made a worse
fist of the job than any Government up
to date in this State. So far as the party
to which I belong is concerned, we shall do
everything possible, provided an attempt is
made in a proper manner, to right the
finances of the State. We have the Trea-
surer speaking of retrenchmment, and al-
though le has sitting alongside him Minis-
ters who have been in office for some months,
we find that he is going to take the reins
now and economise. One economy which be
has mentioned is his intention of doing
away with Hawsard. In my opinion Han-
sard is very esseniial for the information of
ihe people generally. Through the news-
papers the people are given only that whiel
the newspapers wish to give them, bui in
Hansard they get the truth, and the whole
truth, and without Hanserd many matters
upon which the people should be informed
would never come to light. For that reason
I think Hansard should be left alone. At
the present slage in our history the Gov-
ernment should act carefully in the matier
of retrenchment. They might follow the
lead given by the late Sir George Grey in
New Zealand. He found retrenchment op-
erating in his time but he took a different

attitude; he taxed the land and raised
wages, with the result that immediately
New Zealand began to forge ahead. On

the other hand, in Vietoria Sir George
Turner eut down expenditure in every di-
rection. T was a resident of Melbourne at
that time, and 1 can assure this Chamber
I have no desire to see a similar spectacle
in Western Australia as was presented at
that time in Vietoria. T think there are
other ways in which we might retrench. The
civil service, the teachers, and other Govern-
ment employees, will be interested to know
what the Government really intend fo do,
and T think we have now arrived at a stage
when the people are entitled to know the
Government’s intentions in the direction of
cconomy. If the Government are in earnest
on this question of retrenchment opportuni-
ties are offered by the State Governor and
State Governinent Flouse. When we en-
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that it was infended fo do away with State
Governors and State Government Houses,
leaving one (iovernor-General for the whole
of the Federation. We lave found on dif-
ferent occasions when the Govermor |lhas
been absent from the State that a Lieuten-
ant-Governor, or a Chief Justice, has been
able to satisfactorily carry out the duties.
That is one avenue of expenditure which
might he easily eut out, and ome which
should be immediately tackled. It was also
thought, when the Federation was formed,
that the six Agents General, and their staffs,
would be eut cut, and that they would be re-
placed by one representative of the people
of Ausfralia. Bul we now find that, instead
of six, we have seven representatives, in-
cinding the High Commisioner. 1f the much
talked of business acumen were made use
of, I think it would be easily possible for
one High Commissioner in Londom, with a
competent staff of officers, to do all the work
necessary for the 4%% millions of people we
have in Australia, instead of having seven
dilferent officers and seven different stafls
as at present. I should like to refer briefly
to the question of the cost of living. On
the goldfields this cost has been rising month
by month. Despite the figures quoted by
Mr. Knibbs, and by Mr. Justice Powers in
the Arbitration Court, we know from prae-
{ical expericnce that the cost of living is in-
creasing every month, The late Govern-
ment raised the freights to the conntry and
zoldfields by 10 per cent., which meant an
increase of 11s. 2d. per ton to the people of
Kalgooriie, and thereby added an indirect
burden on the people of the goldfietds. That
hurden was not only on commodities of
life, Wut on mining requisites also, such as
fracture. machinery, eyanide, and articles
of that deseription. That inereased cost of
requisites was a heavy burden on 2 number
of mines just about paying their way, and
if the Government are really anxions to do
something for the henefit of the industry,
here is a direction in which something might
he done. Gold, we are told, is at present
more essential even than wen to the winning
of the war, and here is a direction in which
‘hn Government can assist the production
of gold. On the subject of taxation T note
that £47,000 only is derived in revenune from
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the land. That is a question which must be
grappled with. There should be unimproved
land valnes iaxation immediately imposed,
and without exemption. Twenty years ago
1 was in the south-western districts, and on
going down there a month or two since I
find that the couniry is in practically the
same slate to-day as it was 20 years ago.
Yet during that time we have been building
railways, ns referred to by the member for
Nertham in his excellent speech lasi night,
when he said that millions had been spent in
railway construction. 1 believe that, had
there been adequate unimproved land values
taxalion in this State, those millions need
not have been spent, and we would have
been able to setfle the people close to rail-
ways without sending them ocut into the dry
areas where the Government have found to
their sorrow that the settlers have heenme
bankropt. People have come from the
goldfields to take up land in the agricultural
distviet, and in (heir case hislory has re-
peated itself. TInstead of their being given
dseent land on whieh to setile, they have had
to xo into country subject to drought, and
renlised later they had made a mistake and
had to leave their holdings. Yet in the
Southi-west, where the good land is to he
found, there are numerous instances of
country held up. That position arizes from
land monopoly. The same thing obtained
in Vietoria—from which State I come-—at
the time when the miners left the Ballarat
and Creswick goldfields 1o make homes for
themselves. They had to go awny into the
dry areas, the mallee country, to obtain
landl.  The statistics of Vietoria show that
during the past 30 vears the population of
the dry areas has increased, while that about
Warrnambaol and in the Western district,
which eontains some of the finest land in the
world, has actually decreased. History is
liable to repeat itself on those lines here in
Western Australin, unless the problem is
grappled with at once. That is desirable if
only from a financial point of view, in order
to impose direet taxation and make those
who obtain the benefit of the unearned in-
erement pay their share towards the upkeep
of the State. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) men-
tioned that the Commonwealth were taking
by hook and by crook anything and every-



102

thing they could obtain in the shape of re-
venue. Let me throw out the warning thai
the State Government, if they wish to fax
land, must proceed lo do so at once, because
the Commonwealth Government also have
the power to tax land, and they may strike
ont the exemption of £5,000, and take every-
thing in the way of land taxation. Then
the State Government would receive only
the paltry forty odd thousand pounds West-
ern Australia derives from the land at the
present time. Sowmething of the kind is, 1
believe, eontemplated by the Common-
wealth. If that position is brought about
there will be an outery against the enor-
mous burden of indireet taxation thrown
on the people. In regard to the mining in-
dustr>, the Government should strike oui
the concentration of labour provision,
so that a number of leases in good
aurifcrous eentres may be made avail-
able to the people. TFor years past
hundreds of acres right in the heart of
the Golden ile have been held up, and
miners have been unable to work them ex-
cept on the hieavy tribnte demanded by the
mining companies. With regard te boring,
1 know that some 18 years ago the Great
Southern Development Company went in
extensively for boring in the south of the
belt, and snent some thousands of pounds
in putting dewn a shaflt to a good depth.
If the records of those woperations were
looked up and made publie, a continuation
of (he Golden Mile might be found in that
quarter. T observe that my opponent in the
Brownhill-Ivanhoe election complained in
the Press regarding the electoral law. T,
too, had a good deal to ecomplain of. Al-
though the police and the electoral officers
went through the distriet within ten days
prior to the election, I know of people who
have heen living in the one house in my elec-
torate for 20 years and who found them-
selves struck off the roll when they desired
to vote at the election. The electoral laws
ought to contain a provision that any per-
son whe ean prove to the electoral officer
that he or she is entitled to a vote should
have a vote, and not be struck off the roli, as
was the case at the last election.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [8.20]: I
have a few words to say on the Address-in-

reply.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Hon. W. 1), Johnson: Are they all done
on the other side of the Chamber?

Mr. GREEN: I regret that some of our
late friends, who sat with ns on this side of
the Chamber during the last session, lave
seen fit to absent themselves altogether from
the Chamber this evening. Their ahsence
woes to show that the idea of fusing with
the present Coalition Government for na-
tional objects has not impressed itself upon
their minds as being of suflicien( urgency
even to induce them to occupy their seats in
this Chamber. Let us examine and discover,
if we can, what is the reason why, in the
words of the D’remier at Moora, the pre-
sent Government was horn into eoxistence.
Again to use the Premier’s own words—

Well-nigh three years ago the ged of
hattles flung the dice of destiny from his
hand, and the fime has arrived now when
parties should be swept aside.

Nigh three years have clapsed since the
commencement of the greatest war in his-
tory hefore it was considered necessary by
tire present Government to form a eoalition.
1 say, the present Government, because the
alteration of the Cabinet is very slight in-
deed, s I shall presently show. Or I may
put it that three vears had elapsed since the
commencement of the war hefore either the
lJate Labour Government or the present Gov-
ernment eonsiderd a coalition necessary.
What do the present Government propose?
What is the reason alleged for all this sink-
ing of partisanship? For the Premier him-
self as a man 1 have the highest esteem. T
have never for a moment doubted his poli-
ties as long as T have been in the Chamber,
T have recognised the Premier as a worthy
exponent of Liberal polities. Speaking at
Geraldton no longer ago than the 11th April
last, at a conference of farmers and settlers,
who have heen termed by one of their pre-
sent friends “the Bulgariang of polities” —

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The member for Cue
said that.

Mr. GREEN: I was not going to accuse
any member in particular. The interjection
of the member for Williams-Narrogin shows
that, as the immortal William says, “Consei-
ence doth make cowards of us all”?  Mr.
Lefroy’s remarks at Geraldton were that—

He had every svmpathy with the Farm-

ers’ and Settlers’ Association, and he
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trusted the time would not be far distant

when the alliance between the Country

pariv and the Liberal party—
No third party mentioned.

would be on more distinet lines than it

was at the present time.

The two parties seemed to be one family,
The present Premier, who was then a mem-
ber of the Liberal Cabinet, felt that politic-
ally there was really no difference in aim
or in ideals between the Country party and
the Liberal party. He said further —

The two parties should come together—
Come together, let hon. members note.

and accept the responsibility of office to-

gether.

Onee the hon. genteman eonld persnade the
Country party to accept a portfolio, be
knew very well thai the factics which the
Country party had adopted in submarining
the last Labour Government, with whom
they had been, shall I say, in tow, conld not
be repeated. He knew that once he had
some members of the Country party in the
Cabinet, oncc some of them were drawing
Ministerial salaries, the Country party
wonld be absolutely bound, not only by the
ties of honour, but by the ties of pecuniary
interest, to remain faithful to their ally.
That, of course, would be in the interests of
the farmers. The farmers at the presenf
time, however, are unable {o see that the
coalition is in fheir interests. With that
obsession of mind characteristic of the
agriculturist, they are wunable to see
eye to eye with their representatives as re-
gards the action they have taken. In faet, a
reference to the Primary Producer shows
that all over the State the Farmers’ and Set-
tlers’ Association are ecalling for nomina-
tions in the selection ballots. Selection bal-
lots represent a borrewing by the Country
party from the Labour party. This method
of selection ballots s “what has for so
many years suborned the real interests of
government and of Parliament.” The Coun-
try party have adopted that method, and
they are ealling for new members.

Mr. E. B. Johuston: The hon. member is
mistaken. There is no selection ballot in the
Country party. It is only nominations that
are called, and they are all approved.

Mr. GREEN: Will the member for Wil-
hams-Narrogin tell me, if what he would

103

bave us believe is correct, how it is that
“Unele Tom"” and he are crossing swords in
Williams-Narregin although they are mem-
bers of the same party? Birdlime of that
kind may catch flats in fhe hinterland of
Williams-Narrogin, but is not likely to im-
pose upon the eredulity of members of this
Chamber. The Primary Producer, the sheet
that is printed in the partieular interests of
the man on the land, the backbone of the
country, he who is responsible for the pro-
duction of all wealth, disagrees with the
metbods which the present Parliamentary
representatives of the Country party are
pursuing. At York, for instance, the most
encrgetic member of this Chamber—I will
not say, always the best advised member of
this Chamber, because Sydney Smith has
shown that energy is not all, since a tiger
with his tai] in the air is not more dangerous
than a stupid man with good intentions—is
being informed that he is no longer “the
man for Galway.” The present Premier,
however, told the people at Geraldton that
the Country party were the National party.

The Premier: No; that the Liberals were
the National party. .

Mr. GREEN: The editor of the Primary
Producer has evidenfly misonderstood the
Premier. e has taken the remark as a
comyliment paid to the Country party, and
the members of the Country party who at-
tended the meeting evidently misunderstood
the Premier also, because immediately after
that statement appears the interpolation,
“Hear, hear.” 1 think the Premier will
agree with me that no member of the Coun-
try party has ever heen so ill-advised as to
utter a “Hear, hear” to anything said in
tavour of any party except the Couniry
party. )

The Premier: They alwuys say “Hear,
hear” to what T sav.

Mr. GREEN: Unfortunately the Premier
will find on reference to the official organ of
the Country party that that organ does not
consider the party to he represented at all
in this Chamber at the present time, and that
the present Premier is not proceeding on
lines eonducive fo the welfare of the farmer.
So far as 1 ean gather, the Country party
have a railway policy which means that the
carriage of wheat—a point they particu-
larly bear in mind—should he a burden
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upon the whole community. The Country
party, apparently, are aghasi at the ides
that a farmer at Bruee Kock consigning
wheat to Perth or Iremantle shonld be
charged railway freight, seeing that the
wheat is intended to help the Allies to win
the war. The idea is preposterons. 1 may
remark that the Government railways are a
socialistic affair, and that the Country party
are red-hot socialists when it comes to State
railways and Staie superphosphate and
agriculbural works, The idea at the back
of the Premier’s mind when speaking as
Minister for Lands was this:—

If there were two parties, the one party
could then keep itself together to contend
with the eommon foe.

That is the scheme. What party had the

Premier in mind?

The Premier: Did I speak of the common
foet

My, GREEN: T have quoted from the
Primary Producer and they never make a
mistake in that newspaper. The c¢ommon
foe which the Premier, then the Minister for
Lands, had in his mind af that time was the
Labour party. His one anxiefy was to get
the Liberal party and the Country party to
become a national party.
some cireumstances over which the Liberal
party apparently had no control, there was
4 Tift in the lote and they and the Country
party worked to come together as brothers
in order to fight the common foe.

The Premier: I think that is Sir John
Forrest’s langnage.

Mr. GREEN: The Premier is a bappy
student of that, shall T say, immortal states-
man. On the 17th July, Mr. Lefroy, the
National Premier, speaking at Boulder for
the edification of the National section of
the goldfields electors, was reported as fol-
lows:—

"~ The Premier, in responding, said that
from the time he had first entered polities
he had never regarded himself as a repre-
sentative of a particular class.

The hon. gentleman was trimming his sails
to catch the fleeting wind.

The Premier: I am exactly the same now.

Mr. GREEN: Precisely; the hon. gentle-
man was National Premier then and he is
National Premier now, But when in Ger-
aldton the Premier, as Minister for Lands,

By reason of.

[ASSEMBLY.]

wanting to bring about a coalition, adopted
a different attitude. He was further reported
to have said at Boulder—

When first elected he bad gone into
Parlinment with a free hand to represent
his constituents and to do the best he
could for the State generally. On the
formation of the Country party they
asked Lim to nominate as a candidate in
its interests, but he had preserved his
ideals as a true Parliamentarian.

None of the Country party for him.
went on to say—

And he refused on the ground that he
could not attach himself to a party which
held itself up as a purely class party. He
believed it was because he took that view
of polities that his fellow members had
elected him as leader of the WNational
party. )

What does he say the present Government
has been formed for; what have they in
view? T say without the slightest hesitation
that if this Government had been forrmed
six months hefore, they would have had
only one plank in their platform, namely,
that of winning the war, and though the
win-the-war cry has become a little stale,
the people are dropping to it, and they are
saying that under .that ery there is just a
taint, not in the present Premier’s mind,
but in the minds of lots of people who are
nsing it—a taint of hypoerisy.

Mr, Thomas: What about the resolution
passed by the Tabour bodies in Sydney the
other day?

Mr, GREEN: The hon. member was just
as much in favour of what was agreed to
there hefore he joined the coalition.

Mr, Thomas: They were not even in fav-
our of voluntary recruiting.

Mr., GREEN: The hon. member had not
even left the Labour party when that reso-
lution to which he refers was passed; he
left it afterwards,

Mr. Thomas: He left it in his mind on
that instant.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member took part
in a conference which drafted certain reso-
lutions and has stood since for office with
another party who had as their objeetive
the joining of the Country and the Libheral
parties with the view of fighting the eom-
mon foe. That foe included the hon. mem-

He



[25 Juvuy, 1917.)

ber up to the time he decided to throw in
his lot with the Nationalists. I could in-
terest the Hounse by quoting extracts from
speeches made by the hon. member in this
Chamber, and from this side of the Cham-
ber when he was with our parfy in opposi-
tion, and from the other side when we were
in power. If I could at the moment lay
my hands on those speeches even with my
poor powers of description and advocacy
of the cause I represent, I wounld willingly
read them and convince the House that they
were the finest exposition of Labour party
prineiples it was possible to find in the pages
of Hanserd in this State. The hon, mem-
ber for Bunbury has adopted a weather-
cock attitude on many oceasions, but I am
going to be generous to him to-night and say
that his heart does not beat with the hearts
of those with whom he is now associated,
and that he regrets having left the party
for whose ideals he so strongly fought. T
would like to show the hon. member’s atti-
tude towards our parfy in February last.
In speaking with regard to the present Pre-
mier, and on the subject of secret contracts,
he said—

The Government sought to buy Holmes
off. . .. This was a most disgraceful pro-
posal. It is searcely believable that in
Western Australia to-day any Government
would have been guilty of such an act, for
everything is provided and pguaranteed,
but for the small growers nothing what-
ever is done. It is the most ghastly af-
tempt——

1 heard him use that word “ghastly” when
he was talking about the rivers of bloeod
that had flowed at Gallipoli.
It is the most ghastly attewmpt that has
ever been made in Western Australia; it
i5 the most disgraceful agreement ever
put forward by any Government.
Let me ask hon. members to remember these
words—“The most disgraceful agreement
ever put forward by any Government.
That is a world-wide charge, It embraces
not only Australia, bat corrupt America.
He says to America, “You have nothing to
show which is as disgraceful as this con-
tract made by the present Premier” That
was the opinion held by the member for
Bunbury of the present Premier in Febru-
arv last.
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The Minister for Works: Perhaps he has
gained better knowledge since then, and
you have nof.

Mr. GREEN: When the Minister for
Works makes a statement like that he is
talking with his tongue inm his cheek, be-
cause we have had his opinion of the mem-
ber for Bumbury. What is the object of
the Government’s existence? We find, for
instance, that the Premier, speaking at
Moora, declares that the time bas arrived
when parties should be swept aside.

The Premier: I have been ftrying to
abolish parties all along.

Mr. GREEN: Tt is the first time I have
heard the Premier propose such a thing.
Now he says that this Government is com-
posed of men who are prepared to work
whole-heartedly. Were they not work-
ing whole-heartedly before? It is troe
that thousands of people have relatives
at the Froat and expect perhaps to hear
of their death, but notwithstanding this, and
the fact that the Empire is still engaged in
the bloodiest engagement in history, for the
first time after three years he has secured
a number of men who are prepared to work
whole-heartedly and loyally in the interests
of the State. All T want to say is that the
Premier knows, as we all know, fhat the
Labour Government when in power worked
loyally to further the best interests of the
State, to increase production if you like, to
help the Allies in every possible way, and
lel me say further, that I give full eredit
to the (overnment of which the member
for Sussex (Hon. Frank Wilson) was Pre-
mier, for having worked in the same direc-
tion. It simply shows when we find a state-
ment like that, and when that is the whole
of the platform that is offered, the Govern-
ment have absolutely failed to realise that
there is something important required of
them, and that they are failing to deliver
the goods. What does the present Govern-
ment propose to do. There are thousands
of soldiers back in our midst from the fight-
ing front and hundreds of them are unable
to seeure employment. We have the largest
State in the British Empire, and yet, for-
sooth, the present Government propose, not
another mark-time policy such as that which
was suggested by the Daglish Government,
but it seems to me that the policy which the
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present Government intend to follow is the
pelicy of “Halt.” Let us take up their pro-
gramme and see what it is they propose to
do. In order to help the Empire in its time
of need, and in order to help our brothers
and kindred overseas and to see that our
Allies on the side of Great Britain are able
to fight to a finish the present Government
say—“Gentlemen, we propose to unite the
municipality of Vietoria Park with the
City of Perth at the expiration of the cur-
rent municipal year.” Then, in order to
see that our boys get rest from their work
in the trenches and in order to see that the
Germans are driven back into their own
gountry, the Government declare, “We pro-
pose to validate the distribution of the sand
bag funds” 1Is ther any connection be-
tween this sandbag idea and the fact that
there are monopolists in Australia who are
taking advantage of this way of practically
sand-bagging the rest of the population by
charging high prices for foodstuffs during
the currency of the war? I do not know
whether that is the purpose of the Bill. 1f
so, I would like a thorough explanation
of it. But, as far as T ean see, this Bill
has not that for ms objeet. If it had, it
would have my whole-hearted support. In
order that Western Australia does its bit
and in order to deal with the I W.W. fae-
tion in this community the Government
propose also to postpone the commence-
ment of the contributions to the sinking
fund of the Melville Park Tramways. Also
in order to do what is required of them as
loya! Britishers under the flag that has
braved a thousand years the battle and the
breeze, the Goveranment propose to bring
in measures for the eontinuance of certain
expiring laws,

Mr. Thomas: What do you expect in a
conple of weeks?

Mr. GREEN: This is not what has been
done in a couple of weeks; these are the
proposals to be carriedl out sometime. If
instead of sending out S.0.S. signals this
Government were prepared to do something
lor ihe people, prepared to deal with the
urgent problems arising oul of the war,
they would bhe ready to lay aside prom-
ises and get down to work. The people are
not poing to put any Government back on
promises alone,

[ASSEMBLY.]

'Mr. Thomas: Do vou think you will get
hack ?

Mr. GREEN: Never mind about that; it
shall never be said of me that in order to
hold my seat I deserted the party that had
put me into {hat seat. If I had to choose
hetween heing a renegade or a sweeper of
the streets in the town I represent, I would
sooner sweep those streets. We have heard
the proposals of the Government and, with-
out being in the slightest degree ungener-
ous, I say (he Government have utterly
failed to grasp the sitvation. The Govern-
ment know that there are ecertain prob-
lems ecalling for immediate solution.
They claim that to stimnlate production is
their particalar object. It was put very
tersely the other evening by a member in
another place when he said he believed that
every man should resolve to work harder.
That is the solution of the whole of the
problems arising ont of the war. There
must be no slowing down. That is the curse
of this country, this IL.W,<W, system of
slowing down. '

My, Nairn: Do you approve of it?

Mr. GREEN: I do not admit that it ex-
ists. The only gentlemen who slow down
are those whe are battening on the food-
stuffs of the people. The workers of this
State have never slowed down. The hon,
member left hard work so long age that
he has got utterly out of sympathy with the
people who are doing the manual toil in
this eountry.

Mr. Nairn:
slowed down.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member asked me
it T approved of slowing down, thereby in-
ferring that slowing down exists. T give
him the blank denial and say that it does not
exist. Let me tell that other hon. member
in another place, he who made the state-
ment I have quoted, let me inform him that
the real eold-footers are those who are fore-
ing their male employees to go to the war,
the real object of those employers being to
make room for female workers at a lower
wage.

Mr. Nairn: What are you doing about
it?

Mr, GREEN: Raising my voice against
it, as 1 will continue to do while an impos-

I did not infer that they
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fure of that kind continues. The present
Government are proposing retrenchment.

The Premier: The word is not mentioned
in the Governor's Speech.

Mr. GREEN: I have here the platform
of the party, signed by H. B. Lefroy, the
leader, and by R. H. Underwood, the secre-
tary. who is now away in his electoraie
putting people on the roll with a view to
his return at the next election. As the first
plank in that platform, we have the sig-
nificent word “War.” Then under the head-
ing of “Finanee” we come to “Economy in
administration; conecentration of CGovern-
ment offices,” That means refrenchment.

Mr. Smith: Not at all

ile. GREEEN: The lion. member may dis-
cltaint on bhebalf of himself, because under
thig elorious constitution and platform we
have “parliamentary freedom.” I am not
going to aecept the word of any private
member as to the interpretation of the pol-
iey of the Government. Why? Because
under the sixth plank we have “Represen-
taiive (Government, free discussion and
free action of members in Parliament, who
siall bhe responsible only to their elector-
ates.” The hon. member disclaims retrench-
ment; he knows that, being responsible only
to his eleclorate, all he has to see to is that
thiere shall he no retrenchment of publie
servants residing in North Perth. How is
expenditure in publie offices o he decreased
withoul the sacking of men?

Mr. Thomas: Do you want to retain in
cmployment men for whom there is no
work.

Mr. GREEN: I am not going to be side-
trucked by the present—I say it advisedly
—member for Bunbury. There are two
ways of effecting economy in administra-
tion; one is to sack men and the other to
reduce their wages. There is no third
method. This platform stands for *taxa-
tion after making all possible economy.”
That is the time to do it. It does not mat-
ter that at present a large number of peo-
ple in the State are making larger profits
than ever before. It does not matter that
some men in the National movement out-
side of Parliament who in 1913 had an in-
come of £5,000 have to-day an income of
£12.000.

Mr. Nairn: How did you find it ouf?

107

Mr. GREEN: It is a fact. I make that
statement with full responsibility. Again,
on 27 articles of food-stuff there has been a
rise of no less thdn 35.4 per cent. This, too,
on articles of food manufactured in Aus-
tralia, the cost of which in many instances
ias not increased, While such immense
profits are being made it is the duty of the
Government to bring in a Prices Fixing
Bill, together with taxation preposals here
and now to catch the war-time proiits of
ihose gentlemen who are asking other peo-
ple to go to the war but who, rather than
make the same sacrifice themselves, prefer
to stop on and seoop the profits. It is this
neglect to face the position, this timidity in
opposing the forces largely responsible for
keeping hon. gentlemen in power which will
make it impossible for the present Gov-
ernment to solve the problems of an op-
pressed people. In 1915 there was in Aus-
tralia a surplus of buiter sufficient to per-
wit of the export of 15 million pounds; for
the nine months ending March last Austra-
lia exported 66 million pounds of butter.
Yet the price of butter has risen by 33 per
cent. And so on through the whole gamut
of the articles of food consumption.

Mr. Smith: How can the West Australian
Government control the price of butter?

Mr. GREEN: It ean be confrolled in
Western Australia. Are they prepared to
try to fix the price of any one article of
food? They defeated the Bill the Labour
Government brought down with the object
of fixing prices on a reasonable bhasis,
reasonable both to the producer and to the
consumer. The hon. member knows that the
wealthy class, the people who make pos-
sible the production of his newspaper, the
people who are responsible for his pres-
ence in Parliament and for the existence of
this Government in office, would have some-
thing to say if he or the Government at-
tempted to deal with those who are hold-
ing up the prices of the people's food.
Buat for such temerity he and the Government
he supports wonld lose caste and lose their
seats alsp. That is why we find the Gov-
ernment unprepared to deal with the sitn-
ation or grapple with the problems arising
out of the war. Talk about the Win the
War Government! It is rather merely &
weak-kneed Government, noi prepared to
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face the situation and say “We will be true
patriols and see that the wives, mothers and
sisters of those men who are fighting our
battles at the Front shall ‘get their food at
reasonable prices, and that no man in the
community shall be able to batien on the
food consumed by the people”” I have mo
wish to prolong the debate. I regret that
the Government have not evolved a poliey,
have not bhrought in taxation proposals.
There is in this country a wealthy elass
apart altogether from those who have raised
the prices of foodstuffs. I refer to the pas-
toralists, who are very dear fo the heart of
the Premier. That hon. member has always
evinced the greatest solicitude for the pas-
toralists, as evideneed by the Bill brought
forward by him last session. Whilst the
common peoplg, the doctors, lawyers, farm-
ers, tradesmen, storekeepers and publicans
are paying on an average an income tax of
£5 5s. per annum, the pastoralists last year
paid something like £44 each. Even in the
drought vear they paid an average income
tax of £33. It shows that if there is one
class doing partienlarly well it is the pas-
toralists. These gentlemen during the war
have received a price for their wool of,
roughly speaking, 50 per eent. more than
they received during pre-war times. They
are practieally languishing, if T may say so,
for taxation proposals—because most of
them have too much adipose tissune to take
their place in the firing line—to enable them
to play their part on behalf of the country,
if the Premier will bring them forward, as
he should do if his Government is a cour-
ageous one.

Hon. P. Collier: The wool growers have
heen getting the biggest price they ever had
for their wool.

Mr. Wansbrough interjected.

Mr. GREEN: Let the hon. member stand
up in his place when his time comes, instead
of making inane interjections when 1 am
speaking.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GREEN: He will then be able to let
the House know exactly what he stands for
and why he has thrown in his lot with the
Coalition Government, an action which does
nat meet with the approval of his party out-
side. This Government and the late Min-
ister for Mines proposed to do a lot for the
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gold mining industry. The late Minister for
Mines is deserving of full eredit for being
the greatest promiser that this Chamber has
ever known,

Mr. Wansbrough:
side now,

Mr. GREEN: He was the greatest pro-
miser the Chamber has ever known.

Hon. P. Collier: The late Minister for
Mines is not in the Chamber now.

Mr. GREEN: He has left belind him a
legaey of prosposals which were dealt with
in the West Australian.

Mr. . B. Johnston:

You have him on yonr

Which one do vou

mean?
Mr. GREEN: Whoever may he con-
signed to the position of Minister for

Mines, T trust that he will do something for
the great gold mining indusiry. We bhave
quoted figures here from time to time which
have probably wearied members of the
Chamber, but on behalf of that industry
T find it necessary on every possible ocea-
ghon to raise a note of warning that the
greatest indusiry of the State, which even
now is responsible for half the wealth of
the State, has suffered a serious deeline dur-
ing the last few years. In 1907 we pro-
duced £7,210,00¢ worth of gold, whereas
last year we fell to £4,508,000 worth. Any
Government in power should do their ut-
most for an industry which has produced
nearly £131,000,000 worth of gold and paid
2614 million in dividends, and yet we find
that when the proposals for deep horing
are mooted, they fall upon deaf ears. The
late Minister for Mines, who was recently
unsuceessful in his contest for the Brown-
hill-Tvanhoe seat, promised during the cam-
paign that the question would be looked
mto. T look to any successor in that office
to do something with regard to deep bor-
ing at the north end of the Golden Mile,
which is immediately east of my electorate.
The member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert)
can speak with some authomty on this
matter, and I think would support me if
he were so disposed in comnection with this
proposal.  When Dr. MeLaren, who is pos-
sihly the greatest mining expert in the
Southern Hemisphere, visited Kalgoorlie, I
made it my business fo see and econsult
him in regard to the deep boring scheme,
and he unreservedly stands for the pro-
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posal for deep bhoring at the northern end
of the belt known as the Golden Mile. I
trnst that the Government will do some-
thing, and do it soon. This can be done out
of the abundant funds which can be reaped
from the taxation proposals which should
be brought forward by the Government, as

well #s out of the dividends tax which is

annually paid to the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. The Esperance railway report is
now satisfactory, we are told. Whatever
doubts there may have been in the minds
of the present Government in their individ-
uval capacity, these have been entirely re-
moved by this report, and in order to hon-
our that report it will be necessary for
them to resume the construction of that
railway before a mile of any other railway
is laid in any portion of the State. That
railway was in process of construction, and
by stopping a publie work of this nature,
because the greater nnmber of members of
the Cabinet who had succeeded to office
were against the proposal, the Gov-
ernment put up what constitutes a record
in the history of responsible Government
in any part of the world, so far as I am
aware. I trust that the Minister for Works
who was responsible for the stoppage of
this undertaking, by direction of Cabinet,
1 presume, at a time when he held the same
position as he does now in the previous
Government, will see that the sleepers and
rails which are already at Esperance are
Inid at the earliest possible moment. There
is no question of material in this matter.
Such action will be an earnest of the in-
tentions of the Government to carry out
the recommendations of the Royal Commis-
gion. Before concluding T wish fo refer to
the disgraceful state of the rolls in Wesi-
ern Australia. If the Government intend
{o pursne a policy of economy they ought
immediately io take it upon themselves to
get in touch with the Federal Government
in order to see that there is only one de-
purtment so far as the rolls of the country
are concerned, and that our rolls are
handed over to the Federal Government.

The Minister for Works: Yon will have
a worse job than von have now,
AMr. GREEN: If that be so let an ar-

rangement be made whereby the whole of
the work will he carried out by the State
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Government, and a2 monetary allowance
made by the Federal Government for the
work done by the State. In any case the
present duplication of claim ecards places
the electors in a position of econfusion.
People have to get on the Federal roll or
they are fined. The present Government
would be well advised to impose a fine to
force people to get on the State rolls until
such time as there is a coalition of the fune-
tions of enrolment between the Federal and
State departments, The sooner that is
bronght about the better. In order to show
the state of the rolls in my own electorate,
I would point out that on the Kalgoorlie
Federal roll during the last election there
were 942 pawes which did not appear on
the State roll for Kalgoorlie, and this not-
withstanding the faet that the Kalgoorlie
State roll embraces a larger area than does
the Federal roll. It would be safe to as-
sume, therefore, that were one to check one
portion of the Kalgoorlie State electorate
that was in the Hannans Federal electorate,
one would find that at least 1,100 names
were off the Kalgoorlie State roll as com-
pared with the Federal roll. That is a dis-
graceful state of affairs, and yet we have
the statement given out as part of the
poliecy of the late Government that they
were not going to provide anyone to put
people on the roll. Moreover, there is no
fine whieh can he imposed to make it com-
pulsory for people to get on the roll. When
we have an electorate with an enrolment of
something over 4,000, which has a quarter
of the names off the roll, we cannot possibly
expech to geb a true reflex of the people in
such circumstances, and it is only a delusion
and a snare to have a roll snch as this.
Some radical alteration will have to be made.
There are several other things I was going
to toueh upon but T will not detain the
FHouse longer. I do not believe that the
conntry will much longer be misled as to
the ecomposition of the present Government.
Let us esamine the present members of
Cabinet and see what their past politieal
leanings were. If T had the whole of a
session at my own disposal it would be im-
possible for me to give the individnal record
of every member of the present Cabinet.
The matter would be too intricate for me.
Mr. Nairn: It would be very interesting.
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Mr. GREEN: It would be most inter-
esting but be too devious for me to under-
take. There are certain facts which nothing
short of a Royal Commission would eluei-
date, and possibly a Royal Commmission
would not be able to get all the papers, for
some of them might have been destroyed by

silverfisli, as was the case with the late dis- _

ereditable Nevanas matter which we have
recently got over. The present Premier
was a Liberal. The present Attorney Gen-
eral and the Colonial Secretary were Lib-
erals, and the Minister for Works held that
office in the late Liberal Cabinet. The pre-
sent Treasturer is an ex-Liberal, and of the
Honotary Ministers two were Liberals, and
only one has ever had the stamp of Labour
placed upon him, or was ever suspected of
heing guilty of Labour prineiples.

Hon. P. Collier: One lonely outpost.

Mr., GREEN: A Cabinet of that kind
-cannot long fool the people of the counfry.
On top of the declaration of the present
Premier, and of his having besought the
Country party to join hands in fighting the
common foe, and in face of the faect that
the Liberal Cabinet are still intact and are
prepared to do nothing to hurt the snscepfi-
bilities of those who are the eontrollers of
the food supplies of the people of the coun-
try, I say that the citizens of the State will
wake up to find that the mountain has
laboured and brought forth a mouse,

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [912]:
Let me congratulate you, Sir, on the high
and honourable post you now occupy. May
1 also express the wish that you may long
remain in the House to ocenpy that office.
I shonld also like to congratulate Ministers
upon their accession to office, but would re-
mind them that their Ministerial responsi-
hilities will be greater than the responsibili-
ties of private members. They now have an
opportunity of doing great things for the
country, and T hope they may be done. We
are imposing a fairly heavy burden upon
those hon. members who are sitting in Op-
position, for no one on the other side of
the House has as yet answered them or
carried on the debate.  Although during
this short session we will not be discussing
the Estimates in the ordinary wayv I think
it is wise to discuss matters of general in-
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terest. The people expect, at any rate once
during the session, that there shall be a
general disenssion. Except when Parhia-
ment is sitting members generally have, of
course, no control over the administration
of the affairs of the country, and the fullest
opportunity should therefore be given to
them whilst Parliament is sitting to have
some say regarding them. I have no doubt
that the leader of the Opposition will take
full advantage of the opportunity ou this
oceagion. 1 have no wish fo take up the
{ime of the House to-night, but the member
for Kalgoorlie has referred to the legisla-
tion passed during the last session in con-
nection with our pastoral industry. 1 agree
that a man should not be allowed to hold
more than one million acres, but I do at the
same time think we should show some con-
sideration to those men who have horne the
heat and burden of the day, who went out
into this country 20 years ago in an endea-
vour to develop this important industry. I
say that a man who spends 20 years, the
best years of his life, in that conntry, pays
a tremendous price for the money he makes,
and I have no wish to place on those men
restrietions further than those included in
the new Act. Members, I think, will agree
with me that if the result of that legislation
is the adenuate stocking and the enforce-
ment of improvement conditions on our
pastoral leases, we shall have done some-
thing of eonsiderable value to this country.
And when the increased rents are imposed
I hope that increased revenue will result,
and there will still he an extensive
area of pastoral holdings available for
settlement in that country. I was
pleased at the introduction of the Bill
last session, becanse I felt that those
men were entitled to know, before the ex-
piry of their leases, what their position
would be. One result will be that the pas-
toral leases will be improved, and that we
will have greater stocking of the pastoral
leases. T admit that some of those leases
should be earrying many times the number
of sheep and cattle that are at present on the
holdings; and I know there are some pas-
toral lessees who hold more Jand than they
are using. But those people have pioneered
the industry, and should receive consideration
at the hands of the fovernment. In my opin-
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lon those men who have spent 20 years of
their life in the deevlopment of the indusiry
should be permitted to retain the areas now
held, and I trust the Minister for Lands will
take that suggestion into consideration and
will introduce a Bill with this objeet, The
schedule at present sets out that no one man
may hold more than a million acres, but pro-
vision might be made that this should oper-
ate on the death of the present holder. Any
man with a run carrying 20,000 sheep is
well provided for, but at the same time I
think it would be wrong to leave him in
doubt of what his position will be on the
expiry of his lease, It has to be remembered
that those men holding a larger area than a
million acres are improving their holdings
and increasing the carrying capacity of the
land in the interests of the State. We heard
from the Colonial Treasurer last night
something about the condition of the fin-
ances. It is to be deplored that since the
commencement of this great war three years
ago, & war the like of which the world has
not seen before and which it is to be hoped
will never see again, {he finances of this

State have fallen into diffieulty. The
past we eannot control, but we can
and should endeavour to control the

future, and in this connection the ques-
tion with which the Government should
concern itself is as to what we are
going to do in the future. I endeavoured
to show last evening that much of our bor-
rowed money is invested in works which at
. the moment are non-productive because of
the stoppage of our industries, and I endea-
voured alse to show that our immediate
want was to develop our industries. This
State’s money has been invested in solid and
valuable assets, which must, when the war is
over and trade has returned to normal con-
ditions, produce for us a largely increased
revenue, Our revenue is large enough
in all conscience, but since the war our
expenditure has crept up, especially in in-
terest and sinking fund. Personally I have
the utmost faith in the future of the State.
We certainly have cash troubles; bnt if any
country in the world is solvent, it is West-
ern Australia. This State is not hounded in
its future by one industry and we have not
produced anything like the amount of gold
which is to be won. I have no wish to dis-
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cuss what should be done to eneourage our
zold production. With so many of our
mniners away at the war at the present time,
I am afraid very litfle can be done immedi-
ately, but I do hope that some day means
will be devised to inerease our gold produc-
tion. It has always appealed to me as a
weakness of our administration that we have
not given sufficient assistance to the pros-
pector, When a prospector discovers a new
field he should get his reward. I know aspec-
ulator in this State who has made a fortune
as the result of a few pounds pui into help-
ing n poor prospector. I think the pros.
pector should be protected, and he should
be encouraged to go out and make new dis-
coveries. Money will bhe available for mining
no doubt when the war is over. Then again
we have the valuable timber industry; and
1 want to say here that I admire Mr. Lane-
Pocle, the new Conservator of Forests. He
is an enthusiast in his business, and we
might well allow him to run the timber in-
terests of this country. I think the State is
fortunate in baving his services at the pre-
sent time. During a visit to the South-West
the present Premier remarked on the timber
destruction. 1 agree with him that valuable
timber should not be destroyed at all, but
should be marketed. Land on which jarrah
grows is not fit for settlement, as is well
known, but [ do not think there is much dan-
ger to the timber industry from the expan-
sion of seftlement. Years ago it was said
that our timber lands would be cut out, and
that the jarrah mills would be shut down;
yet to-day timber is being cut adjacent to
the railways between Perth and Chidlow’s
Well. While admitting that karri is a valu-
able asset to the State, T contend that when
the timber has béen eut out in any favonr-
ahly situated area the land should be
setled upon. Another important question
to which consideration should be given
is the suhjeet of irrigation in the
south-western portion of this State. There
are, of course, areas in the South-
West that ecan be sold. Where specially
well situated land is cut ount, it onght to
he set aside for settlement. Tt is just a
question wheiher a successful settler—and
many settlers ave suceessful in that karri
conntry—is not far more valuable to the
State on 40 ucres of land than 40 acres of
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karri trees are. I quite realise the value of
the timber, which has provided an enor-
mous amount of employment and of trade
and of rajlway traffic. I know the eountry
has not got much out of the timber in the
past, but it may get something substantial
in the future. I wish to say again that the
specialists must be kept under control. 1
do not know what Mr. Lane-Poole’s ideas
are now in regard to the reservation of
karri country. I do know that a little time
ago they were very extensive. I am glad
to gather that they have been somewhat
modified. Reference has been made to an
area ringbarked near Bridgetown, and T
helieve some gentlemen who visited the area
spoke of it with tears in their eyes. I had
not any hand in it, and I do not know that
any large area was ringbarked. Had the
land been cleared and plaged under culfiva-
tion affer being ringbarked, the position
would have been totally different. The
trees are now standing as dead irees, while
saplings are coming up. I wish fo say a
few words about South-Western develop-
ment. Tn my opinton, it is the duty of the
country and of the Government to see that
the development of the South-West pro-
ceeds apace. 1 have no doubt at all that the
British people, who sent Sir Rider Hag-
gard here to prepare for the coming of
English settlers, were perfectly serious. [
know that a couple of hundred million aecres
were to he seeured in Canada for the settle-
ment of British immigrants. We have our
own soldiers to provide for, and T may say
that while I do not propose to diseuss the
soldier settlement seheme al any length to-
night, I shall have a few words to offer on
that subject later. We ought alse to pro-
vide for the settlement of British soldiers,
if Britain will furnish us with the capital
necessary. Undoubtedly this eountiry must
he settled and made self-supporting, made
to praduce the food we require. When we
set ahout developing the wheat helt some
years ago, we had to nceept everybody and
anybody we could get; able-bodied men
were placed on the land whether they knew
anything ahout farming or not. Most of
the settlers were built of the right stuff,
and stuck through tweo of the worst seasons
this country bas ever experienced, seasons
such as T hope Western Australia will nof
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know again for many years to come. The
newly elected member for Brownhill-Ivan-
hoe (Mr. Lutey) referred to gold miners
who settled in dry distriets. TIf the hon.
‘momber visited those districts fo-dav, he
would not find them verv dry; and he would
find that the wheat bheing exported to-day
is without exception-—if we allow for our
own requirements, which are supplied from
the older settled districts—produced in the
back country,

My. Lutey: In exceptional seasons.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Our export wheat
is produeed by the men who went on the
land 10 years ago, often withoul exper-
ience.

Mr. Hickmott: In years to come that
eountry will be the great wheat-producing
portion of Western Australia.

Mr. Green: It is becoming the butter-
producing part, too, in spite of the South-
Waest.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When one turns to
that development of the last 10 years, and
ramembers that through the Agricultural
Bank we have lent to the people who set-
tled that eountry, many of them without a
penny of capital and without any exper-
ience, 314 millions of money, and that the
amount of money in jeopardy to-day is
only about £138,000, one must own that
no financial institution in the world has
a befter record than our Agrienltural
Bank, and that no other finaneial instibution
in the world has ever taken on men with so
little capital to put them to such work. The
£138,000 in jeopardy will not be lost; the
State will probably recover £100,000 of it.
There are a good many blocks on the hands
of the Agricolfural Bank, but they are
mostly blocks which have been very slightly
improved. Blocks which have heen substan-
tially improved are speedily taken up. Tt is
generally the block with only a few acres
cleared that is left on the hands of the baak.
Eventually, every block of land held by the
bank will he selected if it be worth seleet-
ing. Possibly, in a few cases money may
have been advanced on land which is not

suitable.  The position of the bank is as
I have stated. It has advanced to men
often without experience and without
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money, but willing workers; and the great
bulk of them, at least 85 per cent., are to
be found on the land to-day. There is not
a more honest class of men in the c¢om-
munity, and on the whole there is not a
more deserving class to be found than the
2,000 farmers under the board. They have
struggled against adversity, and to-day they
are doing their very best for the country.
They are to be trusied to do their work, and
they are to be trusted to use omly the ad-
vances they need for the purpose of carry-
ing on the work of eropping. The people of
this country are to be congratulated upon
the class of farmers we have sent out. They
came from every walk in life—parsons, law-
yers, doctors

Mxr. Green:

Not parsons?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, parsons;
and also politicians. Our old friend Mr.
Titus Lander is a suceessful farmer at
Bruce Rock. He told me that he had im-
plicitly followed my advice with regard to
g farm, and that on this account he had suc-
ceeded., So mueh for our wheat farmers and
our wheat lands. The South-West, if it is to
be developed, must he developed speedily.
An additional ten acres cleared, with half a
dozen cows, wonld enable many settlers, who
are struggling to-day, to live in comfort and
become profitable assets to the State. It is
not good that there should be waste time on
any farm in newly settled country. The
settler must have a certain area cleared if
he is to avoid waste time. The South-West
has heen tested and proved, and there is no
South-Western district where suflicient evi-
denece is not available as to the quality of
the land and the possibilities ahead. At
Denmark, Nornalup, Bridgetown, Busselfon,
Bunbury, Boyup and elsewhere ample evi-
dence is to be found of the value of that
great country., No other State in the world
would allow sueh a vast area, well watered,
and with a rainfall of 25 to 35 inches, to re-
main unoceupied and idle so long. It is ridi-
culons to assert that there is {00 much rain
in that eountry. During the last two and a
half years New Zealand, which is a fairly
wet country, has sent to the Old Land over
20 million pounds worth of meat and cheese,
apart from other produce. A country of one
million people has dome that. Another
butter-producing eountry, Denmark, has sent

113

to Britain year in year out 20 million
pounds’ worth of butter and dairy produce.
America is sending to Britain something
like eight willion pounds’ worth of
hacon and ham each year. A great
deal of these requirements counld be
produced, and ought to be produced,
in our South-West. The district must
be opened up, bowever, As I mentioned last
night, railways must be built to open up the
country hetween Denmark and Bridgetown,
and PBridgetown and Mount Barker, and,
possibly on to Flinders Bay. A policy of
railway construetion should he proceeded
with until the whole of the South-Western
lands are opened up. Certain hon, members
argue that we have too many miles of rail-
way for the population now. But unless we
build more railways we shall not increase
our population, and it has been the poliey
of this country to give facilities to settlers.
It is plain that where one can settle a
family on 100 acres of land, as against 1,000
aeres in the wheat belt, a much larger popu-
lation ean be built up on 100 miles of rail-
way than on 100 miles of railway in the

wheat country, In addition, there are
in the South-West the vast helis of
fimber to be dealt with; and I hope

the work of converting the timber inte
money will be proceeded with speedily,
hecanse we do not want to see wooden trees
there, but live people. I trust the South-
West will soon be converted info a land of
useful work. New Zealand is not a large
country, but its export to Great Britain of
meat and cheese alone during the lasi two
and a-gqoarter years was something ap-
proaching the value of the timber exported
from this country. In view of that fact, who
will say that sometimes agriculture is not
the chief benefit of a country? Let us clear
the land and get settlers, and sell the t{im-
her as soon as the war is over. T hope sur-
veys of railways and of roads will be made
promptly, and that inquiries will be insti-
tuted in rvegard to drainage, in order that
this work may be done without delay
when the war is over, then there will
not be mueh danger of our soldiers
not finding work here upon their return.
The work could be proceeded with as soon
as the war is over. I do not think there
will be any diffienlty in getting the money
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necessary tor developments; certainly not
the limited amount we require, I hope the
butter faetories and bacon factories which
are needed will be proceeded with alse. 1 do
not, of course, see any immediate prospect
of our producing the butter that we now im-
port; but, so far as baeon is concerned, we
can begin right away, since the number of
pigs in the Stute increased last year by
about 40,000, which is quite enough to pro-
vide all the bacon we reguire in this State.
Unless these bacon factories are established
‘pigs will' not be worth very muech. I do
think it 15 a pity that sinee farmers have
heen producing pigs, they should not be able
to get a fair price for them. We are to
have a bacon and a butter factory at Nor-
tham, and 1 believe there we shall turn out
a very large quantity of baeon, and the
people will get it at a cheaper price than
they are able to secure it for to-day.
There is a general complaint about
the price of food, but people can get
all the bacon they want at ls. a pound
if theyv like to send to Northam for it, and
they will find that it is equal to the
imported article. I had an opportunity re-
cently of sampling jam and pickles made at
the factory, the establishment of whieh was
assisted by the Government. Both these ur-
ticles appeared to me to be really excellent,
and I sincerely trust that they will be ap-
preciated by the publie and purchased
widely. Unfortunately, I have not seen these
loeal producis in the stores of the country.
If these local manufaciures are to be
pushed they must (nd their way to the
country markets. Some little time ago 1
had an opportunity of inspecting some of
our factories and I was surprised to find
what was in existence in Perth. I wonder
what the St. George’s-terrace opinion is of
its own industries.

Member: They should have seen the ex-
hibition in Boan’s window.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I know of instances
where English labels have been put on
locally manufactured articles.

Ion. J. MITCHELL: T am not con-
cerned about ihe labels so long as it is a
Perth product.

Hon. W. €. Apgwin; It does make a
difference though.

[ASSEMBLY.]

IHon. J. MITCHELL: The other day
Plaistowe’s were shipping stuff with  the
West Australian label to New Zealand and
the other Stales. Nothing could he better
than that. T really do not know why sweets
are imported at all when we see the quality
turned out by Plaistowe’s,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We compel them to
pul proper labels on pow.

tlon. J. MITCHELL: At any rate all
our industries should be encouraged. 1
noticed this morning the Minister for In-
cdustries made some reference to farm
wagons which are to be made in the Stale.
We have been importing iron wagons from
America, when the wood of this State
should be used, beeause it makes a far bet-
ter vehicle. We had determined to place
orders with the various shops throughout
the State, We did place a considerable
number of orders, and I hope that every
eentre from Geraldton to Albany will be
given the right to manufacture wagons.
The order which it is proposed now to place
for five wagons will not only mean that
only five wagons are to be built in each
centre. There is a great deal to be done in
that direction and we ecan encourage this
industry withont much expense. We ecan
also have a great. many of the rougher
manufactures attended to here. The mem-
ber for Swan said nothing definite had been
done with regard to the soldiers’ settlement
selleme. 1 think the Minister for Indus-
tries will confirm what I say when I tell the
House that so far as money is concerned,
ihe assistance to be given to soldier farmers
is definite and clear and has been approved
by all who have troubled to read it. We
have settled a number of soldiers upon
farms which the Agrienltural Bank. held in
distriets to which they wished to return.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are they being bur-
dened with old debts?

Hon. J. MTTCHELL: Probably there
have been some old debts on the farms, but
I issued instructions that a soldier settler
was not to take over any part of the debt
outside of the actnal wvalue of the im-
provements on the farm when he took
it over. For instance, & man has taken
over a farm with a debt of £550,
Tlhe inspector declared that the wvalue
of the improvements on that farm was
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£350. The soldier declared he was will-
ing to take it at the value of the im-
provements and that was agreed to. In-
structions were given to write off the
other £200 and the soldier got his farm
and, paid nothing more than £350. The
assistance to he given I think is satisfac-
tory to the soldiers. We promised at the
Conferepce in Melbourne, and the member
for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Jobhnson) pro-
mised before us, that we would find the
land for a large number of soldiers. Of
course if soldiers do not settle upon the
land and they elect to work for wages
their future cannot be very bright. Any
man can work for wages but we want to
make the soldiers into farmers and it is
good for them that they should be offered
inducements to go on the land. Under our
schieme a soldier takes no risk: he does not
put up any money. He will draw 9s. per
day until his funds in hand are sufficient te
carry him on for the year. The money is ad-
vanced to improve the land to provide
machinery, stoek, seed and fertilisers and
also feed for the horses and wages for him-
self. Of course the money has to bhe rve-
paid under the Agriculiural Bank system,
spreading, in the case of permanent im-
provements, over a period of 30 years. This

position will continue until the soldier
settler is able to earry on.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Does that not

apply to almost all the settlers?

Hon. J. MITCHELIL:: No, and it never
has done so. T wish we eould apply it to
the ordinary settlers and also o the great
South-West which would then soon he con-
quered and developed. The soldier settler
can go on drawing a living wage s¢ long
as he is working on his farm. He will get
no more than a living wage if he works for
someone else. Unfortunately we are not
able to do as much for the ordinary settler.
We have found that the Industries Assist-
ance Board’s advances have strengthened
the Bank’s securities, and I consider that
the Board is a perfectly safe institution.
Under Mr. Paterson it is doing good work
and I should be willing to have it con-
tinued in order that when bad times arise
farmers, who after all are doing national
work, may be helped over their troubles.
There is another question I wish to touch

s

upon and it relates to the Royal Commis-
sion on agricultnre. So far as this Com-
mission is eoncerned I had no hand in or-
iginating it; it was an arrangement made
between the Liberal and Country parfies be-
fore the late Ministry assumed office. The
Premier, the Minister for Works, the Trea-
surer and the Honorary Minister (Mr.
Willmatt) were at that conference with the
(Colonial Seeretarv, and also the member
for Sussex (Hon. Frank Wilson)., 1 was
not there hecause at that time they did
nut think it wise to take me too close to
our friends, therefore I was not respon-
sihle for the idea that prompted the ap-
pointment of this Commission. The ar-
rangement was made without my know-
ledee, )
Mr. Green: Thev are trving fu saddle
you with it now,, : :
Hon. J, MITCHELL: T am perfectly
willing to bhe saddled with it, because I
believe 1t will do a great deal of good.
Hon. P. Collier: You ought to give us
some idea about how the Esperance Com-
mission was appointed, beecause the Pre-
mier stated that the construction of the
railway was stopped by the late Premier.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I know nothing
about that. So far as the Royal Commis.
sion on agriculture is concerned, T helieve
the recommendations whieh will be made
will he of value to the State. The Premier
declared that the policy of his Government
was not one of Roval Commissions. I do
not know about that. I think something
may arise whieh may necessitate the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission. T have
no faith in Boards. This Commission will
do muech good though unfortunately the
Chairman of it is very ill and the work
of the Commission has in consequence
been held up to some  extent.
1 wish to urge on Ministers that this Com-
misston he allowed to complete their work.
They cannot visit the South-West with ad-
vantage untll the summer. TIn the mean-
time they will cost nothing, becanse they
will be in recess. Sinece there are in office
four Ministers responsible for the appoint-
ment of that Commission, T take it the Com-
missioners will be allowed to complete their
labours. I look forward to the rveport of
that Commission as likely to he of material
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benefit to the State. Then there is the re-
port of the Esperance Lands Commission.
Those Commissioners are perfectly honest
and capable men, and if they are right in
their conclusions we have in the Esperance
district a vast area of country likely to be
of great value for wheat production. I do
uot say that I agree with the Commissioners
in their findings, but they are capable men
and they have made careful inquiries both
in this State and in the Eastern States, and
they say that splendid erops can be grown
on the Esperance land. However, I do not
think we wounld have been justified in build-
ing that railway without the thorough in-
vestigations made by the Commission, and
I believe that even now the proper thing to
do is to ask the few settlers in that district
to thoroughly test the country. Seeing that
we cannof obtain the necessary rails for the
line I think it would he well if we bought
from the settlers down there, ai the price it
would be worth if the railway were there,
all the wheat they can grow. It could then
be taken up to Norseman by motor tractor,
the cost of which wouid be much less than
the interest on the railway., I offer that
suggestion to the Honorary Minister (Hon.
F. E. S. Willmott). I hepe that during the
coming elections the people will awaken to
their responsibility and do their duty at the
poll. Of course it is futile to ask that all
the electors should go te the poll, for when
election day comes round it is found that a
great many people are taking no interest
whatever in public affairs. I hope that the
result of the recent Perth election may be
taken as indicative that the people are alive
to their responsibilities. If all the people
would go to the poll and vote free from
party influence, we would have a very much
stronger and better Parliament than we
have to-day; but they will not do that. Gen-
erally speaking the ladies are more inter-
ested in polities than are the men. T be-
lieve it was a good thing to give the women
the vote, and I feel convinced that, election
after eleetion, we shall confinue to get im-
proved resnlts in consequence of the wo-
men’s vote. I regard the election of the
member for Perth as the people’s victory
over themselves.  They have disregarded
party and voted for the man they thought
would serve them best. It must be remem-
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bered, too, that in the Perth electorate the
voters are, to a large extent, working
reople. I hope that Nelson’s message will
be remembered when election day comes
round. The Btate will expeet every man
to do his duty, and it can truthfully he said
that the Empire’s needs demand that on
that day every man shall do his duty.
1 hope the pessimistic ring that was
the dominant note of the Treasurer's
speech last night will not influence
other hon. wmembers. When one has
a good idea one can always get money to
carry i ountf. There never was so much
money in Australia as at present, never 5o
much eash in the Australian banks as there
is to-day. We may have difficulties, indeed
we are here to get over our finaneial troubles,
Whatever happens, the progress of the State
inust not be retarded. The future of this
country depends entirely npon immigration
and production. We must have immigrants
and seftlement and increased production.
It might well be said that the future of the
State is in the hands of the small land-
holder.

On motion by Mr., Lambert, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 10.8 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 26th July, 1917.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—VENEREAL DISEASES,
DIAGNQSIS AND TREATMENT.
Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Colonial

Secretary: 1, What facilities have been

provided under “The Health Act Amend-



